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Your Seafood Choices Affect 
More Than What's For Dinner 


Join local celebrity chefs as they prepare delicious 
and sustainable gourmet ocean and freshwater 
dishes for sampling. 
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Community Dialogue > A Word in Edgewise 


Fahrenheit 451: A Literary Global Warming 
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Because the First Amend- 
ment gives Florida’s Reverend 
Terry Jones the right to burn 
Qur’ans, it should, in the 
same vein, allow me to refer 
to him and those of his ilk as 
“bigoted, hate-filled, publici- 

“=~ ty-seeking scoundrels.” 

This was the thought running through 
my mind as I left on a business trip be- 
fore September 11, the day the threatened 
Qur’an burning was to take place. For what- 
ever reasons, Jones did not strike a match, 
evidently satisfied with the emotions he had 
whipped up on both sides of the issue from 
Florida to Afghanistan. 

I don’t really have an interest in think- 
ing further about Jones, or, for that matter, 
ubiquitous pastor Fred Phelps of Westboro 
Baptist Church (WBC). But my calling 
them both “bigoted, hate-filled, publicity- 
seeking scoundrels”—if I were to do so— 


raises some interesting questions concern- 
ing the careless handling of the powerful 
First Amendment. 

Important to consider is that whatever 
is actually in the hearts of the pastors— 
which I am no more privy to than I am to 
the mind of God (gods, spirits, the divine 
indifference of the Universe)—would I be 
furthering any good or useful intention by 
calling them “bigoted, hate-filled, publici- 
ty-seeking scoundrels?” 

‘To paraphrase the tag line of the old 
joke about the dog, should I call them 
“bigoted, hate-filled, publicity-seeking 
scoundrels” because I can, or should other 
considerations and constraints be self-im- 
posed upon my freewheeling invocation of 
the First Amendment? 

When the reverends turn deaf ears, 
would it at least make me feel better to label 
them “bigoted, hate-filled, publicity-seek- 


ing scoundrels?” 


Or, is it never best to see how far the bar 
can be lowered, and therefore, when all is 
said and done, have to admit one was suck- 
ered into using the tactics of “bigoted, hate- 
filled, publicity-seeking scoundrels,” allow- 
ing them to win—game, set, and match? 

Therefore, I will abjure name-calling at 
this time. That feels better. 

As to book-burning, it has been around 
since there have been books: the destruc- 
tion of the Library of Alexandria, Egypt; 
the burning of books and burying of schol- 
ars under China’s Qin Dynasty; Nazi con- 
flagrations; and Muslims staging worldwide 
burnings of Salman Rushdie’s Satanic Verses 
in 1989. No age or country is immune. 

Yet, knowledge inevitably emerges from 
the ashes. Much better than burning an un- 
read Qur’an would be to buy a few in pa- 
perback, and read them together with the 
congregation. See what's inside the covers— 
what's more to cherish than burn. B 
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Community Dialogue > Commentary 


[ by David Hancox ] 


HRC Doesn’t Build Local Capacity 


In its August 27 issue, Lavender announced that Human 
Rights сп (HRC) President Joe Solmonese would at- 


tend this year’s 
Solmonese’s appearance. 


RC gala. Sorry, but I can’t get excited about 


Back in the mid-’90s, I was a contributor to HRC. In fact, I 
was a member of the President’s Circle. (I am not sure if that 
category of giving even still exists). 


After a short time, however, I discovered that 
HRC really has very little commitment to en- 
abling efforts at the grassroots level (sponsoring 
a tent at a the local Pride celebration each year to 
recruit new members/donations doesn't count). 

HRC holds numerous gala dinners around 
the country annually. And, throughout the year, 
HRC members and others can count on receiv- 
ing fundraising requests that are accompanied by 
pleas to the gay community that they must be 
visible, vocal, and participatory at their local lev- 
els on issues like gay marriage and civil rights. 

The rub is that HRC does very little to teach 
people how to effectively be visible, vocal, and 
participatory at the local level. 

We are fortunate to live in a large metropolitan 
area that has been responsive to our demands for 
representation. But this was not, and is not today, 
the experience of many teens and adults living in 
the small-town America where I grew up. 

Many individuals struggle with their identity. 
This struggle is exacerbated by demands from 
organizations like HRC to “do more!” especially 
when no support, leadership, or education are pro- 
vided on the *how to." 

There are several competency-based models 
for leadership development that could be effec- 
tively employed by HRC on a statewide or re- 
gional basis that would teach people how to be 
effective individual and systems advocates. In- 
stead, HRC chooses to isolate its efforts in DC. 

In fairness, HRC has lent its name to a few 
high-profile efforts in a few state capitals around the 
country. But, again, I am not aware of any localized, 
grassroots efforts by HRC that are designed to pro- 
mote systemic change or build localized advocacy 
capacities. 

Our battle for civil rights will not be won 
with only incremental successes in DC. Certain- 


ly, those successes are important. But we need 
to foster successes in small towns, counties, and 
state capitals across the country as well. 

While it is to our advantage as a community 
to have effective representation in Washington, it 
is also critical to our ultimate success to have ef- 
fective representation at the local and state level 
on school boards, as county commissioners, city 
council members, mayors, state legislators, etc. 

By comparison, Target Corporation CEO 
Gregg W. Steinhafel may have blundered in the 
eyes of many in the gay community. But Target 
continues to give 5 percent of revenue, or ap- 
proximately $3 million, weekly to various com- 
munity-building efforts, many of which support 
issues important to the gay community. 

And Target has been held accountable for their 
action. They have heard and responded to the pro- 
test from the gay community. 

If we as a community are going to call for 
a boycott of ‘Target, why not include the many 
other major national organizations that annually 
give to both liberal and conservative causes and 
campaigns? 

Boycotts, like many other tools in our civil 
disobedience toolbox, can certainly be effective, 
but the important thing to know is which tool to 
use when. 

And, no, it is not about the money that Target 
gives. It is their demonstrated commitment to 
investing in and building capacities in our com- 
munities. 

It is fine that HRC asks for our support. I 
just think that they should give some time and 
attention back to build local capacity. My grand- 
mother used to say, “We’re all in this alone, 
together.” The challenges being faced in Cross- 
roads, America, are just as critical and important 


as those in DC. B 


> Letters 


Kudos to Bob Jansen 

I was pleased to see “that 
old guy,” Bob Jansen, on 
your August 13 cover. I met 
Bob in the mid-1980s while 
living in Duluth. My son 
had just come out, and Bob 
was at the forefront of ef- 
forts to pass a human rights 
ordinance in the city. That 
measure was voted down in a 
referendum by the citizens of 
Duluth. Reflecting back over 
the decades, I am reminded 
that social change happens in 
increments, at times almost 
imperceptibly. I'm grateful 
for the audacity, vision, and 
perseverance of leaders like 
“that old guy." Thank you, 
Bob. 
NANCY WANGLER 


Letters are subject to editing for 
grammar, punctuation, space, 
and libel. They should be no 
more than 300 words. Letters 
must include name, address, 
and phone number. Unsigned 
letters will not be published. 
Priority will be given to letters 
that refer to material previously 
published in Lavender Maga- 
zine. Submit letters to Lavender 
Magazine, Letters to the Editor, 
3715 Chicago Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55407; or 
e-mail <editor@lavendermaga 
zine.com>. 
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Community Dialogue > Queer А5 Folks [ by George Holdgrafer ] 


Hailey Performs with Headliner Uh Huh Her at Duluth- 
Superior Pride Festival 


POPULAR LESBIAN musician and actress Leisha Hailey 

performed as part of headliner Оһ Huh Her at the Duluth- 
—————% Superior Pride Festival on September 4 at Bayfront Festival Park 

in Duluth, Minnesota. She played Alice Pieszecki in Showtime’s 

hit The L Word. In 2005, she founded Marfa Records. She 

was named the sexiest women in the AfterEllen Hot 100 list 

compiled by AfterEllen.com in 2007. 


Leisha Hailey. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Twin Cities Black Pride Awards Go to Anderson, Jenkins, 
and Smith 


AT THE Twin Cities Black Pride (TCBP) Opening Reception & 
Community Awards on September 9 at the Millennium Hotel 

-------» Minneapolis, the following individuals were honored: Roxanne 
Anderson, Diversity and Inclusion Award; Andrea Jenkins, Social 
Justice and Advocacy Award; and Val Smith, Youth and Families 
Award. Keynote Speaker was International Federation of Black 
Prides Executive Director Earl Fowlkes. TCBP Board President 
Earnest Simpkins participated in the event. 


(From left) Earnest Simpkins, Roxanne Anderson, Andrea Jenkins, Val Smith, Earl Fowlkes. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Hantzes Appears on The Lindsay Whalen 
Story Cover 


SOPHIA HANTZES'S photo of the Minnesota Lynx guard 
appears on the cover of The Lindsay Whalen Story, by R.S. 

------у Oatman. Book signings: October 6, Noon, University of 
Minnesota Bookstores Coffman Union; October 7, Noon, Barnes 
& Noble, Eighth and Nicollet, Minneapolis; October 7, 7 PM, 
Barnes & Noble, Mall of America; October 8, 1 PM, Border’s 
Rosedale; October 8, 5:30 PM, Hutchinson High School in 
Whalen’s hometown. 


Book Cover Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Martha Albertson Now Associated with Becky A. Moshier, 
Attorney at Law 


LAWYER MARTHA Albertson now is associated with Becky 

A. Moshier, Attorney at Law. Albertson handles all types of 
—————% charges, including drug offenses, DUIs/DWIs, assaults, and sex 

crimes. She has tried dozen of criminal cases with a high rate of 

Success. She has 15 years of criminal law experience, including 

work as an Assistant Hennepin County Attorney, Assistant 

Minneapolis City Attorney, and Assistant Public Defender. 


Martha Albertson. Photo Courtesy of Martha Albertson 
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Roya Moltaji 
Financial Planner, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL™ 


! Financial Services Representative 


7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 


rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www. FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, NY, NY & 2 

10166. Financial Planning offered through с> 
MetLife Securities, Inc., a registered investment 1 
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IF THIS BILL PASSES AS IT 
CURRENTLY IS WRITTEN, 
CONSUMERS OF BOUTIQUE 
WINES COULD FIND IT 
MUCH MORE DIFFICULT, 
IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE, TO 
PURCHASE THEM. 


I have managed to hoard one dusty bot- 
tle of wine. I don’t know what type of oc- 
casion I am saving it for. That's not what's 
important. This bottle of wine is special. It 
isn’t available at any liquor store in Min- 
nesota. In fact, the only place you can pur- 
chase a bottle is at the Ledson Winery in 
Sonoma Valley, or online. I stumbled upon 
this family-run winery last year. I was so 


BODES ILL FOR WINERIES 
LIKE ALEXIS BAILLY 


Wine Connoisseurs Would Suffer As Well 


impressed by the unique quality of its wines 
that I immediately bought a case. 

Thanks to the US Supreme Court’s 2005 
decision, Granholm v. Heald, 1 also can pur- 
chase Ledson wine online. Some day soon, 
that is what I must do, because every wine, 
like every human being, is unique, and I 
have grown very fond of this one. 

I’m overly sentimental about wine, con- 
sidering that I grew up in South Dakota—a 
state where belonging to any Internet wine 
club is prohibited. Perhaps more states would 
have rules like this, except for legal chal- УУ 
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> CARE Act 


lenges that have become expensive and tire- 
some, both to the states and to wholesalers, 
which wish to maintain the three-tier system 
of manufacturer, wholesaler, and retailer 
that was created after Prohibition. 

Admittedly, a quick visit to the liquor store 
often suits me just fine. But some occasions 
require special wine I only can find online. 

Apparently, that's a concern for Con- 
gress. А bill drafted by the National Beer 
Wholesalers Association (NBWA) has been 
sent to committee after being introduced in 
April in the US House of Representative. 

HR 5034, the Comprehensive Alcohol 
Regulatory Effectiveness (CARE) Act of 
2010, has alarmed both wine connoisseurs 
and small wineries alike. They feel it ulti- 
mately could end direct-to-consumer ship- 
ping of wine between states, and make it 
more difficult to challenge existing state 
laws regarding purchase of alcohol. 

None of the wholesalers or legislators 
I contacted responded to my inquiries by 
deadline. (Minnesota’s only US Representa- 
tive who is not already a cosponsor is Keith 
Ellison.) Supporters of this bill maintain that 
protecting the three-tier system, which puts 
the wholesaler in-between a manufacturer 
and a consumer, protects the public from the 
dangers of underage alcohol consumption, 
and safeguards tax revenue of states. 

Of course, the bill also would benefit the 
position of wholesalers as middlemen, and 
they are a powerful lobby. In fact, since the 
Granbolm v. Heald decision, HR 5034's big- 
gest proponents—NBWA, along with the 
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of Ameri- 
ca—have increased campaign contributions 
by 33 percent. 

ТЕ this bill passes as it currently is writ- 
ten, consumers of boutique wines could 
find it much more difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to purchase them. 

More importantly, small wineries across 
America are concerned that the CARE Act 
would put them out of business. They also 
are perplexed that wholesalers would view 
direct sales as such a threat. 

Nan Bailly, Master Winemaker at Alexis 
ВаШу Vineyard in Hastings, Minnesota, 
says, "Internet wine sales represent a minis- 
cule amount of wine sales that happen. Peo- 
ple still go to the store to buy their wine. It's 
not convenient to buy on the Internet. It's 
expensive, and you have to sign for it any- 
way. But for me, as a small, unknown winery, 
even though it's a small part of our sales, it's 
an introduction for people who would -> 
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We have something for everybody seven days a week 


Sanctuary 


the restaurant 
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New American Cuisine 
Chef Patrick's food is "bold, playful, original 
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A patio with flowers and herbs celebrates summer 
gargoyles provide protection 


one block from the Guthrie 
903 Washington Ave. S. • 612.339.5058 
www.sanctuaryminneapolis.com 
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MORE IMPORTANTLY, SMALL 
WINERIES ACROSS AMERICA 
ARE CONCERNED THAT THE 
CARE ACT WOULD PUT THEM 
OUT OF BUSINESS. 


normally not know I exist. Making just one 
more sale is a big deal on my bottom line." 

As to protecting the public, Bailly feels 
the public already is protected sufficiently 
through existing legislation. 

Bailly points out, *You cannot purchase 
alcohol anywhere without showing proper 
identification. It's no different from a sales- 
person in a liquor store to a bartender in a 
club to a deliveryman at the door." 

Big wineries aren't to feel the pinch of this 
proposed law lightly. After all, distributors 
across the country already are pushing brands 
like Mondavi and Beringer. But it doesn't 
make as much financial sense for a distributor 
to promote smaller labels, so a Minnesotan 
winerys success depends on building rela- 


tionships with its customers directly. 

The Minnesota Grape Growers Associ- 
ation hasn’t taken an official position on the 
CARE Act, although several of its members 
have expressed their concerns. 

Tami Bredeson, President of Carlos 
Creek Winery, explains, “It’s difficult to get 
big distributors interested in purchasing our 
products. They don’t understand Frontenac 
grapes. It takes a lot of grassroots education to 
let them know that Frontenac is a great grape, 
and that’s done best by the people who are 
growing it and brewing it. We’re the passion- 
ate enthusiasts for cold-climate viticulture.” 

While Bredeson hopes Minnesota’s wine 
industry one day will grow large enough to 
tempt distributors, right now, the three-tier 


system is not a good way to expand or even 
maintain local businesses. 

Moreover, Bredeson agrees with Bailly 
that the concerns for public safety are mis- 
placed—perhaps even misleading. 

Bredeson notes, “There is not always a 
clear connection between liquor laws and 
public safety. It seems incongruous that 
the NBWA, an organization that opposed 
legislation to lower the legal blood alcohol 
level and bans on indoor smoking, would 
maintain that Internet sales of alcohol rep- 
resent a public-safety issue.” 

It could be worse for Minnesotan win- 
eries. They could be dealing with the laws 
some distilleries must abide by. 

Paul Werni, founder and owner of 45th 
Parallel, has been making a grain-to-glass 
vodka that was ranked 1st Vodka on the 
“115 Тор 5 Star Spirits” list by Spirit Jour- 
nal in 2009. 

Werni recalls, “I was getting calls from 
around the country, and they wanted to or- 
der directly from us, and I had to tell them 
they had to go to a liquor store in Chicago. 
It’s hard to get into other states sometimes. 
If they could just order directly from us, it 
would be great. But beer or wine have been 
treated differently from distilled spirits for 
quite some time.” 

The laws are more restrictive, but they 
have some of the same effects. 

Werni remarks, “The distribution laws 
have good intentions, but the unintended 
consequence is that they’re geared toward 
the large national brands.” 

If you would like to purchase any of 
45th Parallel’s products—the company also 
started crafting a gin last spring—you can 
visit its distillery in New Richmond, Wis- 
consin. Or, you could track it down at a 
liquor store in Wisconsin, Illinois, Utah, 
California, or Minnesota. 

Minnesota’s current wine-shipping policy 
is one of the more lenient in the country—a 
privilege we should not take for granted. 

Of course, even if the CARE Act gets 
through committee, it probably will be 
amended. It may not get passed at all. 
But in this economy, small businesses like 
Bailly’s or Bredeson’s can’t afford another 
setback. They want to compete with every 
other wine in a free market. 

As Bredeson puts it, “The Minnesota 
Grape Growers believe we make excellent 
wines, that Minnesota has some unusual 
grapes you can’t get anywhere else, and 
people will want to buy them. We don’t 
have to mandate anything to get people to 
buy our wines. Legislating customer choices 
is never going to be a lasting solution.” Ш 
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& Dine > ОН the Eaten Path 


M 


CELEBRATES 20 YEARS OF SUPERLATIVE CUISINE 
[ ] 


At first glance, The St. Paul Grill does not seem like an apt choice to feature 
in a column bearing the name "Off the Eaten Path." If there were an “eaten 
path,” this restaurant, after 20 solid years in the heart of Downtown St. Paul's 
theater district, is decidedly oz it. It has been in business long enough to see 
children of patrons grow up, and start families of their own. + 


Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


> Off the Eaten Path 


Escargots stuffed with Boursin Cheese and wrapped in a Crispy Wonton with Lemon Garlic Butter Sauce. 
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However, after one of many little chats with our server—a 
20-year veteran herself—I realized that The St. Paul Grill is a 
more fitting subject than I previously thought. 

Many people dine at The St. Paul Grill on their way to a 
show or a game. It often has an intense dinner rush, especially 
during hockey season, and a rushed diner does not have the 
same experience that a relaxed one has. Our server was quick 
to assure me that the restaurant certainly can accommodate a 
tight schedule. But I believe it truly shines when diners have no 
“other” show to rush off to. The food here / the show. You just 
have to step off the beaten path long enough really to eat. 

The St. Раш Grill’s menu features classic dishes prepared 
with a twist. For example, the Escargots ($7.95) are not the typi- 
cal excuses to sop garlic butter. The custardy sauce is fragrant 
with lemon. These succulent mollusks are stuffed with boursin 
cheese, and swaddled in a wonton wrapper to keep them tender 
during their bath in the fryer. The rich sauce begs for a second 
career as a bread dip, and should you neglect to use it in this 
manner, you would be missing out on half the fun. 

In fact, the sauces throughout the entire menu are quite 


noteworthy, so it is wise to keep bread handy to appreciate 
them fully. That concept is definitely true of Hot Peppered 
Shrimp ($12.95), which are spicy and slightly sweet. In one 
bite, it whisked me back to pre-Katrina Bourbon Street. 

A glass of fruity, cinnamon-laced Summer Sangria, which 
was our aperitif, actually was serviceable with the fiery shrimp. 
I casually sipped it throughout the first portion of the meal, 
and ended up spilling little smudged droplets here and there 
(while gesturing excitedly about the food), until our tablecloth 
looked rather alarmingly like the Shroud of Turin. 

However, for the Escargots, and subsequently the Pear 
Berry Salad ($9.95), we indulged in the mellow, rounded Gi- 
rard Sauvignon Blanc ($9.75). Especially with the salad’s toast- 
ed-’til-buttery walnuts and tempting triangle of white cheddar, 
it was a perfect partner. 

While some of the menu has stayed constant over the res- 
taurant’s two decades, the seafood selection is one area where 
Executive Chef Doug Tigges’s influence over the past two 
years is especially strong. Sea Bass ($31.95) is a flakey, moist 
perfection beneath its flavorful Parmesan crust. I barely -> 
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Roast Tenderloin sliced and served with Sauce of the Day 


Lamp Chops; Grilled Domestic Lamb Rib Chops with Jalapefio-Mint Jelly 


WHILE SOME OF THE MENU HAS STAYED CONSTANT OVER THE RESTAURANT’S 
TWO DECADES, THE SEAFOOD SELECTION IS ONE AREA WHERE EXECUTIVE CHEF 
DOUG TIGGES’S INFLUENCE OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS IS ESPECIALLY STRONG. 


needed its mustard dill sauce, but it found worthy employment 
with the accompanying asparagus. 

A glass of languid Zaca Mesa Syrah ($12.50) heralded the 
arrival of red meat, and I was a-quiver with anticipation. The 
knife-optional Roast Tenderloin ($29.95) met and exceeded my 
expectations. Its treatment changes day to day, but I only can 
wonder what would top a port wine and rosemary demi-glace, 
with melt-in-your-mouth applewood-smoked blue cheese. 

As truly beautiful as that tenderloin was, I am an unrepen- 
tant glutton for lamb, and Lamb Chops ($38.95) with jalape- 
fio-mint jelly were extraordinary. I appreciate gamey meats, so 
Iused the condiment sparingly. But if you're old-school about 
your lamb, jalapefio-mint jelly takes the gaminess down a bit, 
while giving you a little something in return. 

Side dishes are made to share. Hash Browns ($8.95) with 
bacon and white onions are almost the size of a small, single- 
layered cake—crispy on the outside, soft on the inside, and 
made to get you through the coming winter. 

For dessert, we dug into streusel-topped Apple Crisp 
($6.95)—which lives up to its name—with a dollop of cinna- 


mon ice cream ($2). Turtle Tart ($7.95) possesses such a sin- 
fully silky texture, I almost noticed that before I did the be- 
witching bittersweet chocolate drizzled with caramel. 

At home, I call a good single malt Scotch “dessert.” The 
St. Paul Grill list is impressive. My dining partner and I in- 
dulged in 16-year-old peaty but smooth Lagavulin ($22), as 
well as smoky, spunky 12-year Highland Park ($12). 

The St. Paul Grill's longevity and its popularity are no 
mystery: classic yet signature recipes, prepared with attention 
to detail. With its skilled wait staff and handsome, upscale de- 
cor, the establishment is admittedly the perfect beginning to 
an evening out on the town. But in my opinion, it can be the 
beginning, middle, zzd end. Ш 


The St. Paul Grill 

350 Market St., St. Paul 
(651) 22-GRILL (224-7455) 
«www.stpaulgrill.com» 
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il, has a muddled his- 
tory, garnished here and there wii nd ne’er-do-wells. 

Some believe the mojito is relatively young, perhaps con- 
cocted by Cuban slaves in the late 1800s to coincide with the 
advent of Bacardi rum. 

However, in an alternative version of the mojito's birth, 
the details were lost to time and perhaps strong spirits. This 
account suggests it dates back to 1586, when the notorious 
pirate/explorer Francis Drake attempted to plunder Havana’s 
gold. Apparently, he didn’t fare well, but it nevertheless in- 
spired a strong drink in his honor, known as El Draque, or 
“the dragon.” Instead of rum, the Draque drew its firepower 
from aguardiente—a stronger, more primitive version of the 
same. When that pirate rotgut was replaced with more refined 
Bacardi rum, the Draque became the mojito. 

Whichever the story, the mojito was a favorite cocktail 
in Cuba by the 1920s; established itself across the bounding 
main in Florida in the 1930s and 1940s; and eventually be- 
came trendy in metropolitan areas across the United States. 

‘The mojito has evolved into such a bar staple that mixolo- 
gists now are now adding their own touches to personalize 
the classic recipe, which is: muddle 12 mint leaves with half 
a lime; add two tablespoons of simple syrup; fill a glass with 
ice; add rum; top with club soda; stir; and garnish with a lime 
wedge, plus a few sprigs of mint. Voila!—the classic mojito. 

A few adjustments to this recipe still are considered fairly tra- 
ditional. For example, if you don’t like so much sweetness, you 
can add angostura bitters, as do many establishments in Havana. 

If you want to personalize it, you can experiment with 
muddling a few fresh berries in addition to the mint and lime, 
adding a dash of fruit juice, or even using a flavored (prefer- 
ably clear) rum. 

According to Olivier Azzopardi, Bar Manager at The Sofi- 


tel in Bloomington, a mojito is no longer a mojito without 


" THE MIGHTY 


OLIVIER AZZOPARDI OF THE SOFITEL OFFERS SUGGESTIONS 


[ by Heidi Fellner ] 


/ 


е, and maintain ап 
your heart’s content. 
fresh mint—with fresh- 


lime, mint, and 
overall balance, you 
Moreover, if you can 
ness being key—feel free to play. 

Azzopardi cautions, “There is pineapple mint, but the taste 
is totally not the same, and you usually can’t find the same 
freshness.” 

As well, Azzopardi suggests tinkering with the treatment of 
your mint: “If you want a very strong tasting mojito, chop the 
mint leaves at the very last minute, instead of crushing them.” 

The Sofitel is capitalizing on the mojito trend this year 
with 10 versions of the classic drink—all only $6 each—in- 
cluding the classic, perhaps pirate-inspired version, plus varia- 
tions with pomegranate, strawberry puree, crushed red pep- 
per, or even vanilla ice cream. This last, the “Iced Mojito,” is 
dangerously smooth and wickedly refreshing. 

The Sofitel is part of a French hotel chain, but Azzopardi notes 
that the mojito is actually very popular in the south of France, 
where average summer temperatures soar into the mid-80s. 

As Azzopardi recalls, “When I was younger, having a moji- 
to on the terrace in the south of France was the best way to 
get refreshed.” 

Of course, it’s September, so “cool” and “refreshing” are 
going to sound a little less attractive than in the dog days of 
summer. But the mojito is flexible enough, and certainly tasty 
enough, to satisfy a thirsty pirate year-round. 

Azzopardi points out that the mojito pairs well with most 
Caribbean-inspired or spicy food, such as coconut shrimp, 
fish, or even hot wings. 

Given the cruel Minnesota winters, the classic mojito is a 
wonderful reminder that as the weather turns colder, some- 
where, the sun still is shining. And if you aren’t buying that 
bit of claptrap, this cocktail also happens to be a wonderful 
excuse to drink rum. Ш 
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Big Gay News > 


[ Written & Compiled by Bradley Traynor ] 


LOCAL 


HRC COUNTERS TARGET 
MONEY IN MINNESOTA 

Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Pres- 
ident Joe Solmonese told the Associated 
Press that the organization would donate 
a total of $150,000 to a Democratic-backed 
political fund, a Minnesota gay-rights or- 
ganization, and Democratic candidates in 
response to Target Corporation’s donation 
to a group supporting antigay Republican 
Minnesota gubernatorial candidate Tom 
Emmer. Solmonese added that HRC might 
contribute more in Minnesota, as it sees the 
state as one of the next to legalize same-sex 
marriage. He said, “We’ve understood long 
before the Target situation that Minnesota 
was poised, as is New York, to be the next 
state to win marriage equality.” 


NATIONAL e 


FEDERAL JUDGE WILL ISSUE 
ORDER TO HALT DON'T ASK, 
DON'T TELL 

US District Judge Virginia Phillips, 
who decided in September that the mili- 
tary's ban on openly gay service members 
was unconstitutional, said she would issue 
an order to halt the ban. She ruled that the 
ban violates the US Constitution’s First 
and Fifth Amendment rights of gays and 
lesbians. Log Cabin Republicans initiated 
the case that led to the ruling. Lawyers 
for the federal government argue that the 
judge lacks the authority to issue a nation- 
wide injunction. The Justice Department 
can appeal the ruling, but has not an- 
nounced what it will do. 


GAY FEDERAL WORKERS CAN 
TAKE LEAVE WITHOUT PAY 

According to The Washington Post, 
changes by the US Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) will allow gay and 
lesbian federal workers with a same-sex 
partner to take unpaid leave for fam- 
ily educational and medical needs. They 
have been able to take paid leave for sick 
or dying same-sex partners since July. 
OPM Director John Berry said, “Any- 
thing we can do to make our federal em- 
ployees know that we respect them, and 
we want to treat them equally, we should 
be about doing.” 


GAY SAUDI DIPLOMAT SEEKS 
US ASYLUM 

Agence-France Presse reports that 
Saudi Arabian diplomat Ali Ahmad Asseri 
is seeking political asylum in United States 
because he is gay, and is close friends with 
a Jewish woman. Formerly First Secretary 
of the Saudi consulate in Los Angeles, 
he claims his diplomatic passport was al- 
lowed to expire and his job terminated 
after Saudi officials discovered the infor- 
mation. Asseri told NBC, “My life is in 
a great danger here, and if I go back to 
Saudi Arabia, they will kill me openly in 
broad daylight.” He posted a letter on a 
Saudi website criticizing the country’s 
“backwardness,” as well as threatening 
to make public embarrassing information 
about the Saudi royal family living in the 
United States. 
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SERBIAN POLICE ТО PROTECT 
GAY PRIDE MARCHERS 


Serbian police have promised to pro- 
tect gay and lesbian marchers during the 
country’s first Pride parade in a decade, 
scheduled for October 10. Organizers say 
they’ve received threats of violence from 
right-wing extremists. Similar threats 
forced the cancellation of last year’s pa- 
rade. However, this year, Police Chief Ivi- 
ca Dacic stated that authorities would not 
tolerate violence during the parade, and 
are taking a serious look into the threats. 


HIV SPREADING “OUT OF 
CONTROL” AMONG FRENCH 
GAY MEN 

According to a published study, trans- 


mission of the HIV virus among gay men 
in France is “out of control,” despite an 
overall decline in the number of new 
HIV cases in the country. Scientists from 
the French National Institute for Public 
Health Surveillance found that nearly 
half of the 7,000 people newly infected 
with HIV in the country in 2008 were gay 
men, and the incidence among gay men is 
200 times higher than in the heterosexual 
population. Experts hope the findings lead 
French authorities to implement new pre- 
vention strategies. The study appeared in 
the journal Lancet Infectious Diseases. 
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Serving our Community 
for over 20 years... 


= Bc 651.291.9667 Www.paulambledds.com 
PAUL AMBLE pps. 


• А month at the gym that you never use 
e 5 minutes at a casino 
• А happy hour you'll never remember 


OR, a loyal, devoted friend who 
loves you unconditionally and 
makes you laugh? 


We've reduced the adoption fees on all adult cats. 
We want them to find homes! Adopt any adult 
cat for $50 (already sterilized, vaccinated and 
microchipped!] and you'll help save a life. 


| Serving your legal needs from cradle to grave | 


and alll the drama im between, 


In Our 1795 Year of Serving 
Your Legal Needs 
(Сйшайпөй Lany о Employment Lamy 
Ramnilly Law о Domestic 
Corporate Lany o Real Estate 
e ET 


Melissa Houghtaling 
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News & Politics 


The Aliveness Project Reaches Challenge Grant Goal 


An important “challenge grant” oppor- 
tunity was presented to The Aliveness Proj- 
ect earlier this summer. The $100,000 chal- 
lenge was matched through a large number 
of donations received by August 31. 

The Aliveness Project is a multiservice 
community center for men and women liv- 
ing with HIV/AIDS and their family mem- 
bers. Best-known for its hot meals and food 
shelf at its current facility at 38th and Chi- 
cago in Minneapolis, the organization also 
provides integrative therapies, case manage- 
ment, Holiday Baskets, and other support 
services. Each year, approximately 1,600 
individuals benefit from these services, as 
well as finding a community for building 
friendships and sharing support with others 
who are living with this disease. 

In May, Shayna Berkowitz and Phyllis 
Wiener, along with Still Ain’t Satisfied, 
A Foundation With Attitude, committed 


$50,000 to The Aliveness Project’s Posi- 
tive Impact Capital Campaign as a chal- 
lenge grant to be matched by other foun- 
dations and donors. An additional $50,000 
was raised by The Aliveness Project to 
increase the matching grant to $100,000. 
The “You Give, We Give” challenge was 
announced in June. 

Joe Larson, Executive Director of 
The Aliveness Project, said, “We are very 
pleased with the response we received 
from our community. We received signifi- 
cant contributions from four local foun- 
dations, as well as a variety of small to 
midsized gifts from generous individuals. 
We will permanently recognize Still Ain’t 
Satisfied, A Foundation With Attitude and 
each matching donor in our new building 
at 38th and Nicollet.” 

Randy Hornstine, Board President of 
The Aliveness Project, noting the signifi- 


cance of this challenge, explained, “We 
wanted to offer donors the chance to be a 
part of creating a new home for The Alive- 
ness Project, and this was a vital first step. 
This process has increased the campaign’s 
visibility, and is a strong incentive to our 
dedicated Campaign Committee to find 
similar opportunities.” 

More than $104,000 was received 
through the challenge. So far, a total of 
$700,000 has been committed to the Posi- 
tive Impact Capital Campaign, with a num- 
ber of requests under review and many 
additional sources to approach. The cam- 
paign goal of $2,500,000 is expected to be 
reached in 2012. 

For more information about The Alive- 
ness Project’s capital campaign, contact 
Tim Marburger, Director of Fundraising 
and Special Events, at (612) 822-7946, ex- 
tension 204. 


РЭО _ 
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Attorney 


DWI — Criminal Defense 
Former Assistant Attorney General 


(612) 305-4428 
FabianHoffner.com 
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Why cant HIV 
be cured? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


If you are interested in participating, have any questions, or would like more 
information about current studies, please call 612-625-7472 


® 


{ UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 
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Arts 8: Entertainment > Оп the Townsend 


| by John Townsend | 


A Few Good Men. Photo by Lorena Altamirano 


A FEW GOOD MEN 
Through Oct. 3 
Sabes Jewish Community Center, 
4330 Cedar Lake Rd., St. Louis Park 
(612) 396-2025 
<www.urbansamurai.org> 


Guantanamo Bay. Hazing. Accidental kill- 
ing. Aaron Sorkin’s drama struck a nerve when 
it premiered in 1989, and it still resonates. 

Urban Samurai Director Matthew 
Greseth says the play asks, “Are we will- 
ing to suspend or give up some freedoms to 
ensure that others are upheld? How far are 
we willing to let our government and mili- 
tary go to protect us from those who wish 
to harm us? What is the price tag for peace 
of mind, and who determines at what point 
that price is too high?” 


515 
Sept. 30-Oct. 10 
Patrick’s Cabaret 
3010 Minnehaha Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 388-8628 
<www.flowershopproject.com> 


This partnership between GLBT-rights 
group Project 515 and theatrical troupe The 
Flower Shop Project is what choreographer 
Bryan Gerber calls “an artistic representa- 
tion of the real-life discrimination faced by 
same-sex couples who reside in this state. 
Research shows there are at least 515 laws 
in our state that exclude same-sex couples 
from certain rights and benefits that should 


515. Photo Courtesy of The Flower Shop Project and Sarah Broude 


be provided to everyone. 515 highlights 
many of these laws through song, theater, 
and dance. It presents a vision of equality 
where all families are equal under the law— 
in their homes, neighborhoods, workplaces, 
and communities.” 


ticated those in power become. These are 
highly-evolved women who have achieved 
something personally, professionally, and 
academically, but they’re still fighting for a 
place in a world, in a culture, and in a family 
that are under constant revision." 


A COOL DRINK OF WATER 
Through Oct. 10 
Mixed Blood Theatre 
1401 S. 4th St., Mpls. 
(612) 338-6131 
<www.mixedblood.com> 


ECLIPSED 
Through Oct. 10 
The Playwrights’ Center 
2301 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 724-3760 
<www.franktheatre.org> 


То open Mixed Blood Theatre’s 35th 
season, Obie-winner Marion McClinton 
directs this present-day update of the fami- 
ly immortalized in bisexual playwright Lor- 
raine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun. Play- 
wright Thomas УУ. Jones П notes that her 
African-American female characters were 
struggling to break out of conventional and 
restrictive roles. 

Jones explains, “The women of Cool 
Drink have realized some of what the Han- 
sberry women aspired to, but now recog- 
nize that the battlefield is more complex. 
They’re able to see the contradictions of 
middle-class life. Education is not the an- 
swer, and women are still facing enormous 
obstacles. They’ve discovered that the more 
sophisticated you become, the more sophis- 


How would you dress women who are 
chattel in a recent Liberian civil war? Ac- 
claimed costume designer Kathy Kohl de- 
picts that in Obie-winner Danai Gurira’s 
acclaimed play. 

Kohl relates, “I researched pictures 
from 2003 Liberia, selecting iconic por- 
traits of women surviving the war as my 
base images—using them as starting points 
in collecting costumes. I noted the Western 
influence in the jeans and tops of the young 
female soldiers, and though other women 
wore African print skirts and head wraps, 
they paired them with Western skirts and 
tank tops. The basis of the women’s ward- 
robes is the loot presented to them by the 
soldiers who keep them, resulting in a worn, 
random, layered look.” -р 


Housewives. 
With Balls. 
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Hit Musical Revue 
Returns to Illusion Theater 


created by Richard D. Thompson, 
Sanford L. Moore, & Garry Q. Lewis 


featuring T. Mychael Rambo, Dennis Spears, 
Julius C. Collins III, & Jackson Hurst 


6... through October 10, 2010 
For tickets, 


612-339-4944 ог www.illusiontheater.org 


"~ „= 


Media Arts i Fashion Culinary 


Ad the Art Institutes International Minnesota” 


CREATE TOMORROW 


At The Art Institutes International Minnesota, 
we can help you prepare for a career that brings 
your creativity to life. 


FALL QUARTER BEGINS 
OCTOBER 4th 
CALL NOW! 


For More Information: 1-800-316-5181 


15 South 9th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402 / www.aim.aii.edu 


> On the Townsend 


THE OLDEST STORY IN THE WORLD 
Through Oct 10 
Southern Theater 
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 340-0155 
«www.southerntheater.org» 


Theatre Novi Most Director Lisa 
Channner is staging Kira Obolensky’s adapta- 
tion of the ancient Sumerian epic Gilgamesh, 
with an eye toward homoromanticism. 

Channer observes, “Gilgamesh [Erik 
Hoover] is an arrogant king, made two-thirds 
divine, one-third human by the gods. As a 
way to balance his tyrannical temperament, 
the gods make a partner for him, Enkidu [Bil- 
ly Mullaney], who is two-thirds animal, one- 
third human, and with whom Gilagamesh 
finds peace and a new calmer self. The death 
of Enkidu is the start of a process of mourn- 
ing—‘as a man mourns a wife'—that takes 
Gilgamesh on an epic search for immortal- 
ity. The story takes place in the ancient city 
of Uruk, near present-day Iraq, which had its 
own patron diety, Ishtar, goddess of love and 
sex. Therefore, Uruk was a place of accep- 
tance and sexual diversity. We call it the San 
Francisco of the ancient world!” Ш 


К I в 


*No Leys allowed! 


Жан, {гаптнев and cross dressers «el 


Friday, October 1 
Shows at 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. 


.,.........Ш......... 


The Parkway Theater 
4814 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
612.822.3030 
General admission $15 
Reservations/Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com 
WWW.THEPARKWAY.COM 
Join Kristin and her very special guests, 
veteran cabaret performer Lori Dokken 
and writer/comedian Mary Jo Pehl 
for an evening of comedy and music. 
Laugh until you need your Go-Girl! 


go-girl.com 


SAY GOODBYE TO ANNOUNCING MY NEW AFFILIATION 
TOENAIL FUNGUS f УУ oaiue runean s 


More options. __ 
More opportunities! 


With Residential Mortgage Group, a division of Alerus 
Financial, I have access to the best mortgage products in 
the industry and am committed to helping you find the 


nagine the thrill КИШ у 
best solution for your financial situation. What does this 


of wearing sandals 
- — er being barefoot — - 
| without the embarrassment а 
of discolored toenails! aa 


You can solve your problem TODAY with кмс | 
a vivision or «74/6 


a fast, simple and revolutionary laser treatment! 
Call for your appointment... 
Dr. Robert Mullin PAT GLEASON MORTGAGE BANKER 


West Health Medical Buildi 
2805 Campus Dr., #325, Plymouth, MN 55441 RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 


Bremer Bank Building оғғісе 952.847.9834 e-mail pat@rmgmn.com 
11800 Singletree Lane, #202, Eden Prarie, MN 55344 


new affiliation mean for my customers? More options. 


And many more opportunities. Contact me today! 


FINANCIAL 


patgleasononline.com 
Use your flex spending dollars or HSA account! 
888-MY-TOENAIL • 1-888-698-6362 R 
www.advancedfootcaremn.com 


SPONSORED BY 


e 


LogoTV.com 
ШУ 
3 FRIDAY OCTOBER 15 - STATE THEATRE 
TICKETS P ovenarioncas =) BOXOFFICE TIETHASTER CON - 800745 3000 
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Body Talk, Part 2 
ROBYN 


Listen up, Katy Perry 
(and, to be honest, plenty 
of others): This is how you 
make driving dance music. 
On the second (of three) 
albums Robyn plans to 
release in 2010, the Swedish 
singer continues the satisfying 
merging of hot funk and cold 
electronic that has marked her 
previous work. With seven 
new cuts and a strings-only 
version of “Indestructible,” 
she hits the dance floor hard 
and quick before heading 
out after about half an hour. 
Along the way, she lays waste 
to dance floors; lovers; and, 
well, lovers on the dance floor 
(the driving dirt of “Criminal 
Intent”). Snoop Dogg, fresh 
from his Katy Perry crossover, 
provides a so-so rap on the 
otherwise strong “U Should 
Know Better.” Robyn chan- 
nels Kraftwerk on “We Dance 
to the Beat,” but still manages 
to make it sound hot. The 
finale could have been another 
tossed-off “I’m so strong” bal- 
lad, but Robyn plus the strings 
make it work. 


Arts & Entertainment > on the Record 


| by Ed Huyck | 


Serendipity 
LORIE LINE 


The popular pianist 
comes out of the studio with 
her first all-original collection 
of songs in a decade. Written 
over a two-week span earlier 
this summer (with Lorie Line 
setting out each day to write a 
new tune), the collection has a 
free, almost effortless vibe to 
it—always difficult to pull off, 
but oh so rewarding for the 
listener. 'The titles—including 
“Му Muddy Man" (about her 
husband, Jim); *Casa Blanca 
Me Encanta,” an ode to their 
home; and *Mother Earth," 
easy to fathom—stick close 
to ideas of a well-lived life. 
Serendipity has plenty of signs 
that it was an album made 
in Minnesota, from a gentle 
composition titled “The 
Cows" to the easy-to-under- 
stand “Lake Minnetonka.” 
The playing is as sharp as you 
would expect from a seasoned 
pro, all the while aided and 
augmented by a fleet of back- 
ing musicians who work to 
bring out the full power of 
Line’s inspired songs. 


Teenage Dream 
KATY PERRY 


She wants to be the queen 
of the pop songster ball, but 
artists more popular (Lady 
Gaga) and talented (Robyn 
plus many others) outstrip 
Katy Perry in nearly every 
way. It didn’t help that this 
album was fueled by the big 
hit of the early summer, “Cali- 
fornia Gurls,” which passed 
its stay-fresh date by the time 
the album dropped. At album 
length, Perry’s shortcomings 
come to the fore. Her singing 
is fairly pedestrian. Once you 
get deeper than the peppy, 
poppy singles, a lot of musi- 
cal sludge must be listened 
through, even on а relatively 
short collection. It reaches its 
nadir, fittingly enough, at the 
end (apart from some useless 
remixes) with “Pearl,” which 
features this puzzling, Alanis 
Morrissette-level couplet: 
“She could be the Statue of 
Liberty/She could be Joan 
d'Arc." Not sure what a giant 
statue or a Middle-Ages reli- 
gious leader have to do with a 
lame pop ballad. Stick to the 
singles here. 


Zeroes QC 
SUUNS 


Over time, the lines that 
defined different pieces of the 
music pie have blurred to the 
point of being nonexistent. 
Bands now freely pick and 
choose their own little sub- 
categories. Suuns fall roughly 
into a parcel of acts merging 
moody electronics, some 
danceable beats, and jangling 
to harsh guitars into a sound 
that works more often than it 
does not. On Zeroes QC, the 
band goes from spare elec- 
tronics that wouldn’t sound 
out of place on an XX or 
Phantogram record to enough 
guitar racket to bring to mind 
classic-era Jesus and Mary 
Chain. In the end, the artist 
who seems to be closest to the 
surface is Beck—Zeroes QC 
has the same sense of anything 
can happen. The album does 
lack cohesion, plus the blur of 
ideas and sounds can wear the 
listener down. But plenty of 
good spread throughout the 
record is enough to make you 
come back for more. B 


Have your beer 
and enjoy 
it too. 


GREAT BEER 7 
GREAT RESPONSIBILITY Per 12 о2., MGD64 contains 64 cals., 2.40 carbs, < 1g protein, 0.00 fat. 


©2010 MILLER BREWING CO., MILWAUKEE, WI 
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Bar Advertiser Guide | 


Bartender Spotlight | 


[ by George Holdgrafer ] 
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Snellin, 


19 BAR 

19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 

(612) 871-5553 

Shoot pool or play darts at your neighborhood bar— 
the Twin Cities's oldest GLBT establishment. 


BRASS RAIL 

422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 332-RAIL (7245) 
<www.thebrassraillounge.com> 

Completely remodeled elegant lounge featuring variety 
of entertainment: karaoke, male dancers, and more. 


COALE'S 

719 N. Dale St. 

St. Paul, MN (651) 487-5829 

Areanna Coale, proprietor. Now open. 

An eclectic enigma filled with joy and happiness. 
Everyone welcome! 


GAY 9075 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 

<www.gay90s.com> 

Upper Midwest's Largest Gay Entertainment 
Complex. Serving reasonably priced menu in main 


bar Wednesday-Sunday. 


GLADIUS 

1111 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 332-9963 

<www.gladiusbar.com> 

The New York Chic of Minneapolis. Gladius God- 
desses Tuesday. Killer B's Karaoke Wednesday. 


RUMOURS/INNUENDO 

213 E. 4th St., St. Paul 

(651) 225-GLBT (4528) 
<www.rumours-innuendo.com> 

Rumours: hottest dance club with fabulous DJs. 
Innuendo: casual, intimate "Cheers" ambience for 
quiet conversation. 


TICKLES 

420 5, 4th St., Mpls. 

(612) 354-3846 

<www.ticklesbar.com> 

Live Piano Music. Full-Service Menu, Happy Hour, 
Sports on 10 Flat-Panel TVs, Pool, Darts. 


TOWN HOUSE 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 

(651) 646-7087 
<www.townshousebar.com> 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great mix of men and 
women. Karaoke. Drag shows. 


мл 


Superior 


THE FLAME 


% 1612 ‘Tower Ave., Superior 
(715) 395-0101 
<www.SuperiorFlame.com> 


THE MAIN CLUB 


1217 Tower Ave., Superior 
(715) 392-1756 
<www.mainclubsuperior.com> 
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Bar Scene - Bar Showcase 


TOWN HOUSE 
September 15 


aiy Happy Hour 
Noon-7 PM 


Rail, Cocktails 


х R 


BD 75:22 штээ ШЕШ 


Featuring: Male Dancers е Karaoke • DJs 


Serving Food Daily "ТИ 1 AM 
Open Noon-2 AM Every Day 


Check us out on Facebook: brassrailmpls E} | 
wuw.thebrassraillounge.com 
499 Hennepin Ave. е Mpls е 612-332-RAIL (745), 


with DJ Deizel THUNPIN THURSDAY 


E: ; il & Bottled Beer ; f 
saoe Tap + 32 Rail with DJ Kevin 
flo Cover! $2 Rail & Bottled Beer 


51 ОБЕ Top Shelf Cocktails 


FREE RAMP,PARKING 


Rumours ым 
Nightclub v 


Check Out Our Calendar For More Info: 
www.rumours-innuendo.com 
651-225-GLBT (4528) 

213 E. 4th St., Downtown St. Paul 


остова T 11 | 


ТІЛІП Cities’ “Premier Gay Зайл р 


Ë , 


lisit Tickles Bar and register 
» to win a MEET & GREET 
we with Margaret Cho 


Then, after Margaret's October 15 show, head over to Tickles for 


Register to WIN one of ten Margaret Cho DVDs and other great prizes. "Beer Bust. - sundays B Wii Bowling - Mondays 
Show your ticket stud for drink specials! Movie Night - Tuesdays B Country Dance Night = Thursdays 


See Website for More Information Regarding Events, 
Entertainment, Schedules and Location. 
Will Margaret make an appearance at her own after-party? Only one way to find out. E 
420 South 4th Street 612.354.3846 www.ticklesbar.com 


UPCOMING! 


Drag King Minnesota 
Pageant 
Sat., Oct. 23 


Еуеру Лопаауд 29 ЗОВ 
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Cheapie Nights First & Last Friday Every Мо 


TO. 
Lip Service * Sat., Oct. 2 - 
YOLO Fri., Oct. 8 Next Dates: Sept. 24 & Oct. 1 


TNT Show • Sat., Oct. 9 $1 Rail & Domestic • $5 Cover 
Wednesday 15 Still The Original Cheapie Night 


Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone • Serving Our GLBT Community For 41 Years 
1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL • MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL • 651-646-7087 - WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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Bar Scene > Lavender Lens 


LAVENDER'S THIRSTDAYS 


September 16 
19 Bar 


THE NEW YORK CHIC OF MINNEAPOLIS 
NEVER A COVER! 


OPEN DAILY 5 PM-2 AM 
HAPPY HOUR MON.-FRI. ‘TIL 7 PM 


SUNDAY & MONDAY 
2-4-1 ANY DRINKALL NIGHT 


‘TUESDAY 
29 GODDESSES OF GLADIUS DRAG SHOW 
$3 LONG ISLANDS : $5 ABSOLUT 


WEDNESDAY 
KILLER B'S KARAOKE 


THURSDAY 
LESBIAN NIGHT 
$1 DRINKS 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
HOT GLADIATORS 
HOT VIDEOS 


1111 HENNEPIN АУЕ., MPLS. 
(1/2 BLOCK S. OF 11TH & HENNEPIN) 
WWW.GLADIUSBAR.COM * 612-332-9963 


Your Hosts: 


E 
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Jays 


The 3rd Thursday Each Month 


When: Thursday, October 21 
Time: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 

Cost: FREE 

Dress Code: None - Come as you are 


Where: Rumours/Innuendo 
213 E. 4th St., St. Paul 


Rumours / INNUENDO 


Sponsored by: 
MNEIGDI 
WINE 


CHECK OUT 
ThirstDays Photo Gallery at 


LavenderMagazine.com/thirstdays 


Ваг 5сепе > ваг Саїепааг 


For club addresses, phone numbers, and Web 
sites, see “Bar Advertiser Guide” on page 36. 
For events not at bars, see <LavenderMaga 
zine.com/calendar>. 


Gary Collins 

5 PM. Tickles. 

Get Bent 

Benefits Surgery Fund for 
Local Trans Community 
Rumours/Innuendo 


Elegance 
9 PM. Town House. 


Lip Service 
9 PM. Town House. 


Supporting 
undiscovered 
bands one 
rent check 
at a time. 


PUY У Аһ АБЫ ал 


Online at 


VE RST - 


When: Thursday, October 7 
5:45 - 8:00 PM 
Cost: FREE 


Where: Roat Osha 
2650 Hennepin Ave. S, Minneapolis 


Time: 


Hosts: | 5 Seer Sponsored by: MIORRIE’S IVIORRIE'S |7 i} 
EE Maie MINNETONKA BROOKLYN PARK Y 
mazoa = suBARU 1" = 


Јикебох Маеојсате ° 3 73 Real таме Рипраш o Parts 
Ри! ар<|Вепен тпејАнуепеоојРргојес! 


ENJOYIOURIPATIO, 
smoking, 


19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 


Proudly/Serving|Our/Community/Since]1952' 
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Bar Scene > Lavender Lens [ ] 


IMPERIAL COURT OF MINNESOTA INVESTITURE XIX 
September 11 
Gay 90's 
Prince Royale XIX, Mike Stone (left) 


Princess Royale XIX, Jamie Monroe 


2 аба ал ИИ, 
: [ri oS дэ 


A Gay-Friendly Establishment Areanna Coale, Proprietor 
Open: Mon.-Fri. • 11 АМ-2 AM, Sat.-Sun. • 10 AM-2 AM 
719 М. Dale St. @ Minnehaha Ave., St. Раш • (651) 487-5829 


Receive 15% 


Highland Park 2112-A Ford Pkwy 
Downtown 1024 Washington Ave. S. 
Uptown 1221 W. Lake St. 


(612) 605-1569 
www.FTMSP.com 
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Bar Scene > Leather Life 


[ by Steve Lenius ] 


Leather Generations: 
Dialectic or Debate? 


Over the years, this column has dealt several times with 
issues of intergeneration and intercommunity conflict. This 
conflict often is characterized as between the “Old Guard” 
(those who value, and try to preserve, the community hier- 
archy and other traditions leather culture inherited from its 
military beginnings) and the “New Guard” (those who either 
don’t care about, or who outright reject, these traditions). 


Sometimes, conflict also surfaces be- 
tween other community groups—those 
who identify as “leather” and those who 
identify as “BDSM” or “fetish,” for exam- 
ple—or between various combinations of 
GLBT people and heterosexuals. 

When conflict happens, communication 
between the groups in conflict can take sev- 
eral forms. 

One is debate, in which each group tries 
to convince the other group that its way is 
correct, and the other group’s way is incor- 
rect. Sometimes, one side is convinced. 
Sometimes, each side just digs in its heels. 

Another way to deal with conflict is 
through dialectic, in which the two sides 
engage in discussion that eventually pro- 
duces a third viewpoint superior to either 
of the original viewpoints. 

I recently heard the concept of dialec- 
tic described in a sermon preached by the 
Reverend Keith Hohly, Pastor of First 
Lutheran Church, Mission Hills, Kansas. 
(Sometimes, the universe speaks to us when 
we least expect it.) 

Dialectic goes all the way back to an- 
cient Greece, and discussions of it have filled 
many books throughout the centuries. In his 
sermon, however, Hohly discussed dialectic 
as a style of communication between parents 
and children. I recognized right away that 
what he was saying applied also to inter- 
generational and other struggles within the 
leather/BDSM/fetish community. 


Here’s how Hohly explained it: Par- 
ents have values that they wish to impart 
to their children. This part of the dialectic 
is called the “thesis.” Children rebel against 
these values: “antithesis.” Ideally, out of the 
combination of thesis and antithesis comes 
“synthesis,” something different from but 
better than either the original thesis or 
the antithesis. The synthesis becomes the 
new thesis, and the process starts over 
again. This is how people and communities 
evolve, and progress is made. 

It’s not that children shouldn’t rebel. On 
the contrary, it’s part of their job to rebel as 
a way of declaring their independence from 
their parents. It’s healthy for them to rebel. 
Parents sometimes might wish it were other- 
wise, but good ones know that part of raising 
the next generation is enduring the process 
of having it assert its independence. 

Sometimes, parents or their offspring 
refuse to be part of the process, as in “my 
way or the highway.” With no willingness to 
try to understand the other side’s position, 
the discussion often turns into a debate that 
convinces no one, and solves nothing. It has 
no middle ground and no synthesis. 

Now, let’s apply all this to ourselves. 
Consider how leather arose in the first 
place. Our community took the rebel role 
against then-mainstream society’s vanilla 
values and practices. No attempt at dialec- 
tic took place then. 

History shows what happened: Leather 


culture was underground, and divorced 
from mainstream culture, for many years. It 
is only relatively recently that mainstream 
society has seen any value in our culture, 
and then often only as a way to shock peo- 
ple and sell things. But it’s at least some 
kind of dialogue. 

Within our then-underground commu- 
nity, however, the early history of leather 
seemed to be free of intergenerational 
conflict, in that the community’s values 
and traditions were passed from one gen- 
eration to the next through a very effective 
system of mentorship. 

‘That system was torn asunder by the 
AIDS epidemic. Today, we have tradition- 
alists, most of whom are older, and rebels, 
most of whom are younger. 

Тоо often, the two groups seem to be ar- 
guing in endless debate, when what would 
be more constructive would be dialectic be- 
tween the two groups—between all groups, 
actually, that have a stake in this commu- 
nity and in its future. 

The next time you hear an argument in 
leather circles, listen closely. 

Do you hear debate, or do you hear 
dialectic? Which would you rather hear? 
Which would you rather contribute to? B 


Shameless commercial message: 
Life, Leather and the Pursuit of Hap- 
piness, the new book by your humble 
columnist, is now available locally 

at Cockpit Project, Gray's Leather, 
Rainbow Road, Smitten Kitten, and 
True Colors Bookstore (formerly Ama- 
zon Bookstore), or from your favorite 
bookseller. 
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Sports & Leisure - Get Outta Town 


THE BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF EAT, 
PRAY, LOVE COULD HAVE SAVED HER- 
SELF ALOT OF TROUBLE. INSTEAD OF 
GALUMPHING ALL OVER THE GLOBE, 
SHE SIMPLY COULD HAVE HEAD- 
ED FOR VIENNA, AUSTRIA, WHERE 
IPS ONE-STOP SHOPPING FOR ALL 
THREE. NOT TO MENTION COFFEE. 


Coffeehouses have acted as Vienna’s source of caffeine, insurrection, 
resurrection, information, and entertainment for more than 300 years, 
long before Starbucks jumped aboard. You don’t just order “coffee” 
here—that’s like ordering, say, “meat—for there are as many variations as 
Baskin-Robbins flavors. Each comes on a little tray with a pot of cream, a 
glass of water, and maybe a chocolate. Newspapers on their sturdy sticks, 
weekend piano players, and primo people-watching all are free. 

Café Central is the place to begin, where, since the 1800s, waiters in 
suits and ties exclaim “Ach, so!” as they set down your choice. Or Café 
Dreschler, a legendary icon given a Deco facelift by London’s Terence Con- 
ran. Or Café Mozart, to lounge in the shadow of the royal palace as pony 
carts clop by. Or Demel, rivaling Café Sacher for bragging rights to the 
“authentic” Sachertorte pastry (a court battle ensued). Or the Pepto-pink 
Aida, the workingman’s coffeehouse chain, where portly elders sip their 
brew “mit schlag” (topped with whipped cream—not such a bad idea). 

Eat? We'll get to that in a minute. 

As for praying, the opportunities are endless, starting with the 
city’s landmark St. Stephen’s, restored to its Gothic grandeur after the 
bombs of World War II. Here, Mozart's funeral was held, and Na- 
poleon tacked up his good-bye message as he beat it back to France. 
St. Michael's is where wunderkind Mozart first performed. University 
Church is the site of many a free concert, such as Haydn's Creation, 
which I enjoyed amid writhing columns of pink and white, more über- 
the-top than Vegas. Equally Baroque Augustine Chapel is home to 
Hapsburg weddings. Today, the Scottish Church of 1156 is another 
wedding cake of swirling pink and beige. 

Love, too: Whatever your fancy, Vienna can deliver. Art aficianados 
can drink in the masterworks of Rembrandt, Dürer, Holbein, and Brue- 
ghel at the Fine Arts Museum, while the MAK, dedicated to applied arts, 
showcases stylish turn-of-the-past-century furniture, china, and jewelry. 

Counterculturalists have even more arresting choices. The an- -> 


Photos Courtesy of Austrian Tourist Office 


A ЛИЙР, 
шоэ-5ш?обо W19pUeAp] 
AZ 


2 | LAVENDER September 24-October 7, 2010 


> Get Outta Town 


titraditionalist Secession Museum was done 
up on my visit as a throwback swingers club 
in the building fondly called the Golden 
Cabbage for its gilded topknot. The Leo- 
роја showcases the unsettlingly suggestive 
works of Klimt and Schiele (tortured por- 
traits, like the lusty Cardinal and Nun, and 
nude self-views). It’s part of the avant Mu- 
seum Quarter (MQ), where MOMAK also 
shows works that make the Walker look 
behind the times. 

By the way, MQ is the city’s hottest late- 
night bacchanal for singles of all stripes, in- 
cluding its gaycentric café, Halle. Or check 
out Motto, the ultimate “in” place by the 
same owner. Café Berg and Café Savoy 
draw swarms of GLBTers, especially for 
Sunday brunch. Join July’s Rainbow Pa- 
rade, where the crowd on the Ring Road 
goes against the flow—and the traffic. Stick 
around for the Life Ball and Queer Identi- 
ties film festival. Gay bars? Vienna invented 
the genre. Visit <www.vienna.info/queer 
guide> for what’s hot. If love, to you, means 
marriage, same-sex unions, which became 
legal this year, can be performed in venues 
as varied as Schénbrunn Palace, a vintage 
streetcar, or the city’s giant Ferris wheel. 

If love means music, then Vienna is 
the mothership. Besides whatever Mozart/ 
Beethoven/Haydn concert the hunks in 
waistcoats and powdered wigs are shilling, 
while discreetly muttering into their not-so- 
historic cell phones, a visit to the landmark 
State Opera House is a must. If you cannot 
swing the 50 euro tickets (me neither), join 
the line for standing-room places (4 euros), 
filled with impoverished music-lovers who 
seem to be under 25 or over 60. Same drill 
for the venerable Vienna Philharmonic. 

The city is so fond of its native compos- 
ers that it names streets after one and all, 
the way we do with French explorers. In 
fact, music is such a staff of life that Strauss 
waltzes oom-pahed from every loudspeaker 
along the route of the Vienna Marathon. 
No, I didn't run, because Га spent the night 
before in the hospital's ER, after managing 
to sprain an ankle. If you've got to take a 
tumble, I recommend you do it in Vienna, 
where the whole team was, as they often de- 
claim in this city, “su-per!” 

Plus, it won me the sympathy vote at 


Opera House 


Die Fromme Helene, a café within hob- 
bling distance of my splendid hotel, Wein 
& Design, with sweet staff, contempo 
rooms, grand breakfast buffet, and—most 
important—location-location-location. It 
adjoins the neotrendy 7th District's shops 
of up-and-coming designers, jewelers, and 
more: Klipps for haircuts; Be А Good Girl 
for cult labels; Violettsays, featuring “brands 
for cheerful women and fearless men”; and 
Disaster Clothing for, well, casual wear. 

Browse the famed pedestrian boulevards 
Graben and Kartner. Search for antiques 
on their backstreets, including Dorotheum, 
a vast auction house where the once-rich- 
and-famous offer their treasures (fancy 
watches, Deco accessories, masters’ paint- 
ings) at ridiculously agreeable prices. Or, 
sally off to Naschmarkt, where beyond the 
fab food stalls spreads the flea market, at 
which descendents of the once-ruling Ot- 
tomans offer everything from army boots to 
bric-a-brac and vintage fashion. The newer 
Brunnenmarkt is even more multiculti in its 
flavors, strolled by ladies discreetly swathed 
in head scarves and long, black manteaus. 

Now to that all-important eat part. In alli- 
ance with the art part, several of the city’s finest 
dining finds are in cultural venues. Osterreich- 
er im MAK, named for the chef who traded his 
fine-dining cred for more accessible fare in the 
museums airy setting, devotes half its menu 
to traditional dishes (goulash with dumpling, 
schnitzels, noodles with caramelized cabbage), 
while the other half distills modern Viennese 
renditions, such as trout atop spinach and root 
vegetables, or lamb with semolina dumplings 
and zucchini-pepper toss. 

Likewise, in the basement of the 
Burgtheater flourishes a rathskeller-gone- 
elitist, haunt of the city’s foodies, called 
Vestibul. Here, I dined on perhaps the best 
dish of my entire visit—lobster tossed with 
creamy cabbage—along with ethereal wie- 
ner schnitzel partnered with potato salad, 
and vitello tonnato touting local organic 
veal atop a rosy tuna slice. 

Palmenhaus, another must, is, as its 
name suggests, a palm-filled conservatory 
where the food—especially the fish—is as 
lush as the plants, and the patrons. Con- 
sider sea bass grilled with ginger, coriander, 
and chilies, then insist on palatschinken, 


View of Vienna 


St. Stephen's Cathedral. 


crepe-like pancakes filled with apricot jam. 

Just steps from my hotel (Vienna is su- 
persafe to walk at night), I came upon the 
newly-opened Bernhauers, a bistro of 
bright, modern design and kitchen, star- 
ring beefsteak with pancetta and mushroom 
cannelloni, as well as a gossamer schnitzel 
paired with pureed potatoes. For dessert: 
warm chocolate cake floating in strawberry- 
rhubarb compote. At the even-closer From- 
me Helene, another cheery, gently sophisti- 
cated space, again the schnitzel, light as air, 
and the cheese strudel over the moon. 

Huth, too, offers a pleasant meld of to- 
day and tradition, where the President of 
Austria often is spotted eating lunch. Does 
he love the carp steamed with minced ba- 
con and garlic as much as I did? Or does 
he go all trad with onion roast cum fried 
potatoes and mustard pickles? 

Hats off to tradition! Tiny Gasthof Ubl, 
with its ancient iron stove where families 
congregate to celebrate, majors in robust 
dishes like tafelspitz (boiled beef with all 
the trimmings), pork knuckle, hefty roasts 
with dumplings, and lots of sausages mit 
kraut. Ofenbach, in the medieval Jewish 
Quarter, started life back in 1288 as a bath- 
house, then a bakehouse. Тодау, dirndled 
servers cheerily deliver fare either old-time 
(goulash, schnitzels, pancakes stuffed with 
poppyseeds), or modern (like my chicken 
stuffed with black pudding aside polenta 
and apples laced with thyme-honey jus). 

Zum Schwartzen Kameel (the Black 
Camel) takes the middle route, having de- 
buted as a delicatessen back in 1618, and 
today a pleasure palace of Art Nouveau 
design where delicatessen, restaurant, and 
buffet lure ladies who lunch and business 
suits alike. I was drawn to the arty assort- 
ment of finger sandwiches: Just point to 
two or three (smoked salmon, egg salad); 
summon a glass of Gruner Veltlinger at a 
sidewalk table; and rest your feet (but not 
your senses). Finally, Orlando di Castello— 
all white and trendy—is run by the son of 
Café Central’s owner, just as modern as 
Dad is déjà-vu. 

That’s the essence of Vienna: forward 
as tomorrow, but rooted proudly in the 
past. Eat, pray, love. То get your share, visit 
«www.vienna.info». Ш 
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Michael McGee 
Realtor® 
www.msp-properties.com 


received semifinalist nomination 
for Best Chef Midwest 2010 
and Outstanding Pastry Chef 2009 
by James Beard Foundation Awards 
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[ by George Holdgrafer ] 


LGBT Community Center of the Chippewa Valley 
Moves to New Home in Eau Claire, Wisconsin 


Recently, the LGBT Community Cen- 
ter of the Chippewa Valley marked its 10th 
anniversary by moving to its new home at 
1305 Woodland Avenue, Eau Claire, Wis- 
consin. A block off Main Street, it’s six 
blocks east of the former location since 
2001, 510 South Farwell, in the Wilson 
Memorial Building adjacent to Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Founded in 2000, according to its website, 
“The Community Center’s mission is to pro- 
vide Services and Create Programs То Pro- 
mote Well-Being and Unity Among LGBT 
People in the Chippewa Valley Area.” 

According to Board Treasurer Ann Hoe- 
ppner, the center’s expanded space—1,500 
square feet—no doubt will help the orga- 
nization better fulfill its mission. Handi- 
capped-accessible and air-conditioned, it 
offers lots of potential. As well, because it’s 
not on church property, it may attract some 
who stayed away from the former quarters. 


The center already offers a cornucopia 
of activities, and Hoeppner anticipates new 
ones will debut. She is Program Manager 
of rm2breathe, a statewide antitobacco pro- 
gram for LGBT people in Wisconsin hosted 
by the center. Board Vice President Jessica 
Janiuk is an Adult Facilitator of Q2, a sup- 
port and social group for LGBTQ teens that 
meets Thursday evenings at the center. 

Another important part of the center is 
the John A. Klinger Memorial Lending Li- 
brary, which offers several thousand books, 
as well as current magazine subscriptions. 
Lavender Magazine is available there. 

With its new home, the center is looking 
to increase membership, open to any person 
over 18 and out of high school. Dues are $15 
a year per person for adults, or $25 a year 
per household. Scholarships are available for 
persons (students or limited income) unable 
to pay dues. The center is a 501(c)(3) chari- 
table organization, so membership dues and 


ке --4 
New Community Center Building. 
Photo Courtesy of LGBT Community Center of the Chippewa Valley 


other donations are tax-deductible. 

On October 10, 5-9 PM—appropriately 
enough, the day before National Coming 
Out Day—the center is hosting its Open 
House Celebration at the new space, fea- 
turing food, door prizes, silent auction, and 
social time. In addition, the annual meet- 
ing and election of new Board of Directors 
members will take place then. Ш 


LGBT Community Center of the Chippewa 
Valley 

1305 Woodland Ave., Eau Claire, М 54701 
PO Box 383, Eau Claire, WI 54702-0383 
(715) 552-LGBT (5428) 

E-mail: <Igbtcommunitycenter@yahoo.com> 
<www.thecentercv.org> 
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The Опсе 27%: 
That Never Was NEW 


Perhaps the strongest reminder of what once was is the 
memory of what never was. 

We might find ourselves, shortly after our hearts break, 
frozen helplessly in our empty beds. Here, we appreciate 
the sadistic symphony of depression and anger—but we'll 
disguise it with false strength coated in phrases like: “I’m 
just happy I’m single.” 

A while thereafter, should we find our beds empty still, 
we may long again for his whisper, her kiss, his touch, her 
laugh. We'll flood ourselves with emotions we'll never for- 
get. And, as time distances us from our battered hearts, 


[ by Justin Jones ] 


we'll scar it once more. 


The mind will take up where the heart 
left off. As much as the mind has tamed his 
heart through the irrational and overwhelm- 
ing, it will provoke its own catastrophe. 

Suddenly, we miss things not as they 
were—but as we thought they were. Our 
histories warp into fantasy. 

Suddenly, life as it is doesn't stack up to 
how it was. We feel trapped with the delayed 
torment: “I don't know if I’ll ever find some- 
thing like we had. What have I done?" 

At last, false memory eclipses our minds 
and hearts with that fiendish thing called 
regret. We'll drown it with our work, our 
friends, our families, our vices. Or we'll 


as history frames it—isn't for all of us. 

Some of us want to smile—and mean it. 
We want to wake up by ourselves, and feel 
totally content. We want to defy the curse 
our human nature places upon our minds 
and hearts—we want them to live forever 
in harmony. 

Perhaps that's where we've dipped a bit 
into an ironic torture. We spend our lives 
fighting for peace with the people we wish 
to give it to: ourselves. 

What roads we'll take to get there! We'll 
change a damaging past into something 
that's beautiful to cope with it—only then 
to long for something that never existed. 


Unless we wish to exhibit eternal tur- 
moil on a canvas or in a book, why not Е 
accept this for what it is—the thing we’ve == 
been hiding from? The truth. 


curl up in our empty beds again, and sleep 
our pain away. 
Or...is there something else? 


He has broken your heart, and here you 
are, an eon later, feeling sorry for yourself. 
She has moved on, and she’s happier now 
than she ever was with you. They’re do- 
ing things together you never did. To put 
it most eloquently, it sucks. 

We thus self-induce our hearts into 
coma—the wrath of the mind has again 
troubled this frequent friend and foe. 

Artists portray living with such longing 
their entire lives. Such pain makes our poet- 
ry poignant, our painting powerful, our song 
meaningful. But such suffering—as beautiful 


We look at ourselves, and say, in our 
infinite charm: “You know what? This re- 
ally does suck. But dammit, that’s all right. 
It should suck.” 

We admit to ourselves in this moment 
what calmed us for years as clumsy chil- 
dren with scraped knees and bruised skin: 
“Tt will be OK.” 

It was true then. It is now. And that 
truth, unlike the immature mischief of our 
adult hearts, never will change. Ш 
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Make sure your business or 
organization is a part of 


Lavender's 2011 
Yellow Pages Edition! 


Call 612-436-4698 now to 
speak to a sales executive 
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| by Heidi Fellner | 


GREEN DARLENE 


David and Cindy Bearman. Photo Courtesy of David and Cindy Bearman 


The website for one leading cleaning- 
products company states, “Having a clean 
bathroom, a clean kitchen, and an over- 
all clean home are an essential part of a 
healthier lifestyle for the whole family.” 

Certainly, no one enjoys living in a dirty 
home, but some products that same compa- 
ny sells contain high amounts of toxic chem- 
icals harmful to children, sensitive adults, 
and pets...hardly the “healthy lifestyle” its 
customers are bargaining for. According to 
the US Environmental Protection Agency, 
the air inside most homes is around two to 
five times more polluted than the air out- 
side, and that pollution is the direct result of 
household cleaners and pesticides. 

David and Cindy Bearman first became 
interested in green cleaning products as 


she was battling breast cancer 11 years ago. 
What began as a lifestyle decision eventually 
inspired a business model, and they decided 
to start their own green cleaning company, 
Green Darlene, in 2008. 

David Bearman says, “All of our prod- 
ucts are nontoxic, and have been tested [for 
effectiveness] by their manufacturer. Some 
of them are even geared to clean commer- 
cial spaces. A lot of commercial properties 
now are using all-green products.” 

Green Darlene crews bring their own 
specialized equipment and cleansers to 
each home, so a customer doesn’t have to 
invest in new products, or buy an expen- 
sive vacuum cleaner, to get effective, ef- 
ficient service. 

The company provides an almost un- 
heard-of flexibility to its customers. Are 
you hosting a party, and just need some- 
one to tidy up before or after? No prob- 
lem! Moving out, and have bigger things 
to worry about than cleaning your old 
apartment? No problem! 

Call Green Darlene, and it will provide 
a free in-home consultation to discuss your 
options. Services are flexible as well. 

Bearman explains, “We don’t just clean. 
We'll go in and change linens. We'll do 
somebody’s laundry if they like that. We'll 
clean out refrigerators, and even help de- 
clutter their house." 

Of course, you should consider other 
factors when trusting a company to come 
into your home. You want a company that 
performs thorough background checks on 
everyone it hires. You want a one with its 
own insurance and workers comp, so, for ex- 
ample, you're not liable for injury when it's 
on your property. You want a company that 
doesn't require a lengthy service contract. 

Thankfully, Green Darlene is all these 
things, and also is very passionate about 
the work it does. 

Bearman shares, ^We get a lot of satis- 
faction when we have customers who are 
happy and excited after their homes are 
cleaned by our crews." 

For more information, or to get a free 
estimate, call Green Darlene. B 


BSS SSS SS SS ээ ыг см 
NAME OF COMPANY: GREEN DARLENE 

YEAR FOUNDED: 2008 

PRESIDENT/CEO: CINDY BEARMAN 

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES: 6 

PHONE: (612) 232-6573 

WEBSITE: <WWW.GREENDARLENE.COM> 
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/eeatment: 


RIDE 


I ITUT E млг DEPENDENCY cane 


Сая Sales 6 


Tell us that you 
saw our ad in the 
Lavender Magazine 
and we will take 
15% off labor 


800-547-7433 
www. pride-institute.com 


Big Dog Solutions, LLC 


Computer repairs and installation 
for homes and businesses 
IT solutions and consutlations 


The Harbor Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial and Legal Firm: 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, ММ 55127 
651-633-5611 
УУУУ шин ай ил үл СОП 


Over 20 Years of 
disability claim experience 


We file and appeal Social Security 
disability claims 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 
Eileen J. Bohn 


763-557-6525 
www.bohnandassociates.com 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


Barhers 


Barbara Johnson Hannah 
Certified Planning Specialist 


Barbers f 
on / 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


“Planning the perfect gift... Peace of Mind” 
www.bjhannah.net 


INS# 20383779 
С) 612.965.2499 Б) 866.926.6426 Е) bjhannah@comcast.net 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 
LIVE HEALTHY. SHOP SHAKLEE 
NATURAL NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS, 
GREEN CLEANERS, ANTI-AGING PRODUCTS. 


VIVIX® 


aZ 


To Advertise in 


Audie: 612.203.1880 


MITALIZEROD GET CLEANG 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 A Shaklee 612-259-8118 


Creating Healthier Lives* 
паре WWW.COOGAN.MYSHAKLEE.COM 
Independent Distributor 


Health G Fitness — 


Eight Week 
йш = 


Martial Arts Classes for Children, 
Women and Men 


783 Raymond Ave., St. Paul 
651.247.6602 
dave@runningtiger.com 

_, Www.runningtiger.com 


ARD! 
Be hot and buff for Summer. Invest in your 
Personalized Training Routine tog@ay and 
get the body you deserves 
Free Consultation: 952-48635344 
www.Get-Real-Fitness.cok 


Home Services 


OS 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
TODD OR LEE • 612-374-3222 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


bobby jensen’s 
LANDSCAPE JUNCTION 


Complete Landscape Design Build 
Boulder Walls, Firepits 

Paver Patios, Driveways 

FREE ONSITE CONSULTATION 


952-985-ROCK (7625) 
wwwiandscapejunction.com 


Go with a name you can trust! 
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Home Services 


SEAL KING 


We offer free bids! 


Ask about our interest-free payment plans. 


3 car driveway regular price $219 up to 1100 sq. ft. 
2 car driveway regular price $189 up to 800 sq. ft. 
$20 off driveways 1499 sq. ft. & under. 
$40 off driveways 1500 sq. ft. & up. 

VIEW OUR 10 POINT CHECKLIST ONLINE AT: 


WWW.SEALKING.COM * 651-210-1745 


We are a green company using Asphalt Emotion 


сэ, - 5 H > 
The Pew Generation % Granite Counter Top 
Besides granite, we also offer gorgeous recycled glass, 


tile for backsplash, sinks, faucets, mirror surrounds, 
and cabinet hardware to upgrade your kitchen or bath! 


GRANITE 


transformations 


NO DEMOLITION | ONE DAY INSTALLATION 
*STAIN *HEAT *SCRATCH * BACTERIA RESISTANT 


Call for a FREE-in home design consultation & estimate 
Visit our showroom at 575 Shoreview Park Road, Shoreview 


651-777-7600 
www.granitetransformations.com 


ODERLIN 


) 642-724-4080 ct 1914 
= PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


1 
! 
I 
! 
! 
! 
I 
| Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
! 
! 
! 
I 
! 
! 
! 
1 
I 


Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


LICENSE #М1764#М359 


PERSONAL PRIDE CONSTRUCTION 


Owner Operated Company that will help you 
Renew the Pride in Your Home 


Roofin 


, Siding, Windows, Gutters, Decks, Painting, 
Remodels, 


Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Basements. 
www.PersonalPride.org 


Tom Spears 612-598-5448 
Bonded & Insured Lic. No: 20330460 


HI-TECH INSTALLATIONS 


HOME THEATRE SYSTEMS 
HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS 
WHOLE HOUSE SYSTEMS 


932-938-7300 = HITECHINSTALL.COM 


Home Sezuieess — 


FAST PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE 
па Ryans Tree Care 


Tree Dem * Tree Removal * Storm Damage Service 
caning » Dutch Elm Disease and 
oar Wilt Control Removal 


Lot C 

ro 
612.363.1942 
952.303.5500 
www.RyansTreeCare.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


А „ 2 ELECTRIC 
25-18 


do (almost) anything А-2! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small • Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 
"Well go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Chipping 
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 


24 yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


> Calendar 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 


The Lady in Question. Watch this freewheeling sat- 
ire of patriotic 1940s thrillers such as Notorious and 
Escape. Brazen Theatre presents Charles Busch's The 
Lady in Question, the suspenseful tale of Gertrude 
Garnet, the most glamorous concert pianist on the 
international stage. On tour in 1940 Bavaria, her co- 
lossal self-absorption is challenged when а handsome 
American professor engages her aid in rescuing his 
mother from a Nazi prison. 7:30 PM. Through Oct. 3. 
Lowry Lab Theatre, 350 St. Peter St., St. Paul. (414) 
248-6481. <www.brazentheatre.org>. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

515. In Minnesota, at least 515 laws discriminate 
against families of same-sex couples. In a dynamic 
collaboration of theater artists, The Flower Shop Proj- 
ect and Project 515 illuminate the inequities faced by 
same-sex couples, and celebrate a vision of Minneso- 
ta where all citizens equally are valued and respected 
under the law. Through Oct. 10. Patricks Cabaret, 
3010 Minnehaha Ave., Mpls. (612) 724-6273. <www. 
theflowershopproject.com>. 

Evita. First Lady of Argentina Eva Perón was a legend 
in her time. An illegitimate country girl, she rose to be- 
come the most powerful woman South America had 
seen—a potent symbol of hope and change. Theater 
Latté Da takes a fresh look at this provocative telling 
of her brief and fascinating life. Through Oct. 31. Or- 
dway Center, McKnight Theatre. 345 Washington St., 
St. Paul. (651) 224-4222. <www.ordway.org>. 
Neighborhood Night at Midtown Global Market. 
Bring down the whole family to meet your friends 
and neighbors for some free live music, shopping, 
and plenty of options for food to eat. Every Thurs- 
day night is Neighborhood Night. 5-8PM. <www.mid 
townglobalmarket.org>. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1 

Kristin Anderson's Girls Night Out. Comedian Kris- 
tin Anderson, along with special guests Lori Dokken 
and Mary Jo Pehl, will have you rolling in the aisles. 
No boys allowed. Gays, trannies, and crossdressers 
welcome. Must Бе 21 or older. 7 & 9 PM. Pepito's 
Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 
822-3030. <www.brownpapertickets.com>. 


The Blessing of the Animals. 
Photo Courtesy of Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 

The Blessing of the Animals. Bring your pet to 
church for a festive celebration of all God's creatures. 
Invite your friends with pets, too. All are welcome. 
11 AM. Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church, 
511 Groveland Ave., Mpls. (612) 871-5303. <www.hen 
nepinchurch.org>. 

Medtronic Twin Cities Marathon. Get ready for the 
29th annual Medtronic Twin Cities Marathon, whether 
you're a part of the Neighborhood Cheer Zones or an 
avid runner. It's not too late to get in shape. To take 
part in the TC 10K, TC 5K, or Marathon, visit «www. 
mtcmarathon.org>. 


TICKETS ON SALE 


Rock of Ages. This five-time Tony-nominated musi- 
cal stars Tony Award-nominee and American Idol 
finalist Constantine Maroulis. In 1987, on the Sunset 
Strip, a small-town girl met a big-city dreamer, and 
in LA's most legendary rock club, they fell in love to 
the greatest songs of the ‘80s. Oct. 19-24, Orpheum 
Theatre, 910 Hennepin Avenue, Mpls. <www.hen 
nepintheatretrust.org>. 


Always & Forever. Set in a 1970s urban neighbor- 
hood barbershop, the play gives audiences a view of 
various aspects of love through the eyes and expe- 
riences of four African-American men, as they relate 
their stories through popular R&B songs of the 1960s 
and 1970s. Includes tunes by the Jackson Five, Percy 
Sledge, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Smoky Robin- 
son, and Earth, Wind & Fire. 8 PM. Through Oct. 10. 
Illusion Theater, 528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. (612) 339- 
4944. <www.illusiontheater.org>. 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. The play is set on a planta- 
tion deep in the heart of the Mississippi Delta. Brick 
and Maggie struggle through an unhappy marriage. 
The entire family gathers to celebrate the birthday of 
Brick's father, Big Daddy. Throughout the celebration, 
family secrets are revealed, as Maggie vies for Brick's 
love. This production is intended for mature audi- 
ences. Through Sept. 26. Lyric Arts, 420 E. Main St., 
Anoka. (763) 433-2510. <www.lyricarts.org>. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls. History buffs: Check out 
what is believed to be one of the greatest archaeo- 
logical discoveries of our time. See the collection of 
2,000-year-old documents that shed light on a period 
in religious history. The scrolls, some of the oldest- 
surviving written documents in human history, were 
discovered in a cave along the northwestern shore 
of the Dead Sea in 1947. Through Oct. 24. Science 
Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul. 
<www.smm.org>. 

ECLIPSED. Frank Theatre presents Danai Gurira's 
award-winning play, which centers on the lives of five 
women who are thrown together by the recent civil 
war in Liberia. Salvaged as chattel from wartime loot- 
ing, these "wives" of the commanding officer form a 
hardscrabble sisterhood, and develop their own a hi- 
erarchy, as they confront questions of survival in their 
compound. Through Oct. 10. Playwrights' Center, 
Waring Jones Theatre, 2301 E. Franklin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 724-3760. <www.franktheatre.org>. 

The Glass Menagerie. Amanda, an overbearing sin- 
gle mother, lives on memories of her flower-scented 
youth, while her children bear the weight of her unre- 
alistic dreams for their futures. But when a gentleman 
caller offers false hope to the family, their precarious 
world shatters, with haunting results. Through Oct. 17. 
Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 822- 
7063. <www.jungletheater.com>. -» 


The Network 


Ins 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Аме. М. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


INSURANCE, 


Tim Wagner 
952-935-1141 


tim.wagner.ssn5@statefarm.com 


An exceptional 
community deserves 
exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake Street, Suite 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Medical Services 


uptown 


skinspa 


dermatology Сље“ 


He ctor 
| Mayo Educated 
7 Board Certified 
v e 


Jaime Davis, MD Award Winning 


Excellence 
Healthy Skin, it’s a 


Beautiful Thing! 
1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 


www.UptownDermatology.com 


... With a Smile! 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist * 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


Specializing in: Respectful, 
Client-Centered Therapy 


Kathy Vader, MA, Licensed Psychologist 
6950 France Ave. S. * Suite 14 * Edina 
952.929.3123 


Irc _______-______-_- 
Heteroflexible Therapy, Ltd. 


Individual and Couple Therapy 
Relapse Prevention 

Grief and Trauma Resolution 
Free 30-minute consultation 


CONNIE STUDER, M.A, LMFT 


612.275.1657 
www.heteroflexibletherapy.com 


www.jameslstolz.com 


James Stolz, MSW, LICSW 
Individual Psychotherapy 


2736 Hennepin Ave South Minneapolis 
612.799.3696 
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Psychothezapy. ______ 


Lisa М. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


Psychotherapist 


651•278•5370 


Bourdaghs Professional Bldg 
Suite 205 

106 E. Chestnut St. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 


www.psychologytoday.com 


Medical Arts Bldg 

Suite 1655 

825 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 


Julie Childs + 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist Aid 


іші 


of healing E 
Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 
Free Phone Consultation 


Office: (651) 783-5656 * Fax: (651) 483-1525 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55113 


PAUL J. О'НАВА, МА 
Licensed Psycholog 
6800 France Ave. S. 
Edina, MN 55435 
952.922.8665 
www.pauljohara.com 


Thomas P. Carrillo PH.D., РА. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Individual & Couples Therapy 
400 S. 4th St. #854, Minneapolis 612.288.5000 
1600 University Ave. W, #505, St. Paul 651.645.0980 


Evening appointments, most major insurance accepted, and major credit cards accepted. 


Ill drive if 
you're buying. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist V 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep ік the city or Ош w the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty.. 


ÆA VE 
Gay Reallistate 


FREE! 


Instant Access to 
Minneapolis and the 
Nation’s Top Gay & 

Lesbian Realtors. 


Choose Your Perfect Agent 


ww, GayRealEstate.com 
1.888.420.MOVE (6683) 


WAY NE GROFF 
your Realtor® 


serving our community since 1977 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 
612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
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ECLIPSED. Photo by Tony Nelson 


Renaissance Festival. Experience the magic of our 
realm, as the Minnesota Renaissance Festival, the 
country’s largest Renaissance-themed festival, cel- 
ebrates its 40th season. 9 АМ-7 PM, rain or shine. 
Through Oct. 3. Located three miles south of Shako- 
pee on Hwy 169. <www.renaissancefest.com>. 
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead. This com- 
edy is a look at William Shakespeare's Hamlet from 
the viewpoint of two of its minor characters, the 
college chums of the Prince of Denmark. We follow 
these silly, rather likable Elizabethan courtiers, as they 
pontificate on their journey to Elsinore—clueless as 
to why they're there, what's their purpose, and even 
who they are exactly. Through Oct. 2. Theatre in the 
Round, 245 Cedar Ave., Mpls. (612) 333-3010. «www. 
theatreintheround.org>. 
The Scottsboro Boys. It's based on the true story of 
the infamous 1930s Scottsboro case. A group of nine 
innocent African-American teenagers falsely was ac- 
cused of a terrible crime against white women in Ala- 
bama. After a series of trials, the Scottsboro events 
ultimately provoked a national outrage that helped 
to spark the Civil Rights Movement. Watch as one of 
the most important and notorious chapters in Ameri- 
can history is brought to the stage. 7:30 PM, Through 
Sept. 25. Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St., Mpls. (612) 
377-2224. <www.guthrietheater.org>. BI 


Classifieds 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Are you passionate 
about advertising? 
Do you have a track 
record of success? 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


No phone calls please. 


Health/Fitness 


Frustrated with results from dieting and 


exercising? Let an expert guide you 
achieving your goals. Over 1100 hours in 
Anatomy/Physiology, 6 years experience in 
Health/ Fitness. Buy 5 sessions, get a FREE 
full body massage. (612) 396-8912. www. 
MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


Home Furnishings 


FLAMINGOS DIVINE FINDS ¢ An Occasional 
Sale * Next sale: Wednesday - Sunday, 
October 6-10 and November 10-14, 10am - 
6pm, 3404 Cedar Ave. Minneapolis, MN (612) 
767-4548. www.flamingosdivinefinds.com. 
COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: OCTOBER FEST! • OCTOBER 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Wed: 1 - 8pm. Thurs-Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat-Sun: 10am - 6pm • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


House Cleaning 


ECO-GREEN RESIDENTIAL CLEANING 
SERVICE. $40 discount for first time 
customers. GREEN DARLENE. Professional 
staff-bonded and insured. Budget friendly to 
bring you a sparkling clean. Free estimates. 
(612) 232-6573. www.greendarlene.com. 
TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, ^ monthly, flexible 
schedules. tliddellcleaning@yahoo.com. Call 
Terry: (612) 834-4887. 

The Maids Home Services gives you the 
healthiest, most thorough housecleaning, 
guaranteed! Supervised teams, bonded, 
insured, environmentally safe cleaning 
products are why Nobody Outcleans The 
Maids. Free estimates (952) 929-6243. www. 
maids.com. 


шиш ШИНЖ” 


PROFESSIONAL SONGWRITING or 
VOCAL DEMOS: C-Sharp Productions 
Demo Studio. FREE 30 minute consultation. 
Visit Sharpmusic.com or call (763) 545-1969. 


Photographers 


Rogue Photography has a unique vision 
and is passionate about her photography. 
Call Ann for your family portraits, weddings, 
senior pics, pets, and real estate listings. (612) 
308-1488. www.roguephotography.com. 


Psychotherapy 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 

KATE HEFFELFINGER, MA, Licensed 
Psychologist. 18 years experience. 
Individuals/Couples. No cost initial sessions. 
Some insurance accepted. Visa/MC. (612) 
922-9100. kate_heffelfinger@msn.com. 

Are you in crisis, feeling depressed or 
struggling with life? Do you need to talk to 
a mental health professional now? Call Tris 
Casciaro, MA LPC, 1-866-864-8924. Accepts 
Visa/MC/AmEx/Discover. 

OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 
Psychotherapist: Individual and couples 
counseling. Confidential, non-judgmental, 
affirming. Sliding scale fee available. Credit 
cards accepted. Free phone consultation. 
Lake & Lyndale location. (612) 558-6094. www. 
counselorminneapolis.com. 

IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreene@earthlink.net. 


Real Estate 


LOWER VERMILLION CABIN 3 BR, walkout 
basement, wood deck, screen porch. Knotty 
pine interior, double atrium door toward lake. 
RE/MAX ISLAND CITY. (800) 511-2615. www. 
islandcitycumberland.com. 
BEAVER DAM EXCLUSIVE LAKEHOME - 6+ 
Acres, 750' of level frontage on 1112 crystal 
clear lake. Masterfully set up for entertaining. 
RE/MAX ISLAND CITY, (800) 511-2615. www. 
islandcitycumberland.com. 
60 ACRE PARADISE - 1000' of frontage on 
private lake. High quality 3 BR, 2 BA home. 
RE/MAX ISLAND CITY, (800) 511-2615. www. 
islandcitycumberland.com. 
BEAVER DAM 4 BR - 3 7 BA home. 250” 
of sandy shoreline, 2 decks, hot tub, large 
custom kitchen, boathouse all with city 
services. RE/MAX ISLAND CITY, (800) 511- 
2615. www.islandcitycumberland.com. 


Rentals-Residential 


St. Paul, near Grand Ave. 3 BR 1600 sq feet 
duplex, open floor plan with kitchen island, 
stainless steel appliances, A/C, washer/dryer, 
beamed ceilings, hardwood floors, built-ins, 
3 season porch, dining room, back yard. Near 
Selby bus line and close to colleges. Recently 
updated. No pets. Contact Ed @ (612) 598- 
4621. Weekend showings favored. 


Rentals-Residential 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Diversity-friendly senior housing in an ideal 
Minneapolis location 


Rentals-Residential 


Actual view from one of the apartments. 


Wine & Cheese Open House 
In our party room overlooking the downtown skyline 


Tuesday, October 5 
4:00-7:00pm 


Stay for a tour and receive a FREE bottle of wine 
RSVP today — Karen at 612-294-1683 


Independent, Assisted Living and Short-Stay Rentals 


RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING 


"I've been at The Kenwood for 
13 years. | love the people and 
everything it has to offer.” 
-JACK 


825 Summit Ave., Minneapolis 


612-374-8100 
www.thekenwood.net 


Therapeutic Massage 


ZENTRAL MASSAGE welcomes the GLBT 
community to a customized therapeutic 
massage, facial or body polish with a trained 
therapist. Music, hot towels and comfortable 
tables enhance your relaxation journey. (612) 
369-8641. 

BLENDED BODYWORK. Massage alone 
or combined with Chiropractic Alignment. 
Starting at $60/hour. Seniors 65+ = 20% 
discount. (612) 827-1793. www.drdavidmarty. 
com. 

FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 7 
days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 510, 
167#, 32 waist. 
BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time...get 
unbelievably pampered and have lots of fun 
with a hot, talented masseur! These sessions 
are very unique, extremely erotic, totally 
uninhibited, and smokin' hot!!! Call for 
details (no pressure to hire) - you're gonna 
love this! Kevin, (612) 229-0001. 

REAL & GOOD - m4m massage Бу 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
New client discount. Gene: (612) 749-7726. 
Thanks! 

R &R STUDIO. A rub above the rest. Offering 


Spa Services 


The Tranny Factory @ The Spa. Complete 
Makeovers for Men becoming Women. 
theuptownspa@yahoo.com. (612) 986-4929. 
Private-Supportive-Affordable makeup-nails- 
wardrobe-hair-waxing. 


Therapeutic Massage 


FULL BODY DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE. Relax 
& Unwind from Head to Toe. Private 5. Mpls 
Studio. Music, Candles, Jacuzzi, Full Bath. In/ 
Out Calls. 7 days. 10am - 10pm. (612) 388- 
8993. Keith. 


Therapeutic Massage. SPECIAL: $60/hour or 
$75/1.5 hour. In/Out by appointment only. 
Convenient downtown location. Free parking. 
Ryan, (952) 261-4944. athleticbulldog2004@ 
yahoo.com. 

STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


To see a Digital Edition 
of the Classifieds go to 


LavenderMagazine.com 
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Community Connection 


Community Connection brings visi- 
bility to local GLBT-friendly non-prof- 
it organizations. To reserve your list- 
ing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


pr НЕ | 
Addiction & Treatment 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people reclaim 
their lives from the disease of addiction. 
P.O. Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd Center City, MN 
(800) 257-7800 www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & Treatment 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS – On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program 

One of the Red Door Services of the 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave. 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.himprogram.org 
www.StopSyphilisNOW.org 
www.CrystalClearMN.org 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 


MAP AlDSline 

MAP AlDSLine is the confidential 
statewide toll-free HIV information 
and referral service. 

1400 Park Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


Art Galleries 

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


Zeitgeist Arts Cafe 

Duluth’s newest dining experience 
offering contemporary American dining 
and full bar in an агч еа setting. 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 


www.zeitgeistartscafe.com 


Co-op Living. 

Old Town in Town Co-op. 

1 to 3 bdrms from $650-$1,225. www. 
oldtownintown.org (612) 209-2045 Ask 
about Move In Specials! 


Education 

Art Institutes International 
Minnesota 

Helping prepare students for careers in the 
visual and practical arts. 

15 South 9th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3361 


www.artinstitutes.edu/minneapolis 


Events 

Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September supporting 
Minneapolis Parks. Fully supported route, 
refreshments and music in finish area. 
2117 West River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


Red Ribbon Ride 

Four-day Bike Ride in July Benefiting 
Eight HIV/AIDS Service Organizations 
in Minnesota. 

4457 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-2110 


www.redribbonride.org 


Fitness 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Healthy Me. Healthy Community. 
Co-ed, full-service health clubs. 
Locations in Downtown, Midtown 
and Uptown 

2808 Hennepin Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-7131 
www.ywcampls.org 


Library 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 

www.qlibrary.org 


Litera 

The Loft Literary Center 

Where writers learn from other writers. 
Visit www.loft.org for classes, events, 
conferences, and more. 

1011 Washington Ave S. Suite 200 
Open Book Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-2575 

www.loft.org 


loft@loft.org 


Media & Communications 
Minnesota Public Radio 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music and emerging artists 

on our three regional services. 

(651) 290-1212 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the award-winning studentrun 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


Museum 

Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of 
our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


Health & Wellness 
GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 
If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434-9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. ЕНІ is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-free 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment 
(S.H.E.) Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual 

health services for female-bodied, queer- 
identified individuals provided on a sliding 
fee scale. 

33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


Performing Arts 

Ballet of the Dolls 

Resident Company of Newly Renovated 
Ritz Theater. Twin Cities first year-round 
dance-theater program. 

35 13th Ave. NE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 623-7660 


www.ritzdolls.org 


Flower Shop Project 

Producing new and local works of theatre 
that are smart, ballsy and fundamentally 
entertaining. 

At Bryant-Lake Bowl & Patrick's Cabaret 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 388-8628 


www.theflowershopproject.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Come On In! Performances, Classes, 
Dining, Tours. 

818 South 2nd St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 377-2224 www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 


www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the 
broad American experience, 
celebrating local legends, rock 
icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally Renowned For Developing 
Artists and New Work While Sparking 
Conversation About Challenging 

Human Issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., #704 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works in an 
intimate setting in the Lynlake neighborhood. 
2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human Experience” - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop 

Presenting world-class entertainment 
in the heart of the Twin Cities. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

Business Office: (612) 625-6600 
Ticket Office: (612) 624-2345 


northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice Mixed Chorus 

Passionate about building community 
and creating social change by raising our 
voices in song. 

732 Holly Ave. Ste. Q Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 298-1954 


www.ovmc.org operations@ovmc.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh РІ. Saint Paul, ММ 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America’s most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnopera.org 


Backtalk > Dateland 


[ by Jennifer Parello | 


Anatomy of a Bad Idea 


Part Il 


In Part I of this episode, my girlfriend decided to invite her 
ex, her ex’s new girlfriend, and all their children to my cottage 
for the weekend. On the day before they were to arrive, my dim- 
witted contractor failed to show up, and an epic construction- 
stress-related battle ensued. My girlfriend stormed out, vowing 


never to return. 


The next morning, I woke with a grind- 
ing wine hangover. I reached over to my 
girlfriend’s side of the bed, but the familiar 
lumpy thing that had been there for the past 
several months was absent. Then, I realized 
that she really had left. 

It was the morning that her ex and her 
ex’s girlfriend were due to arrive. I had no 
idea whether she had phoned them to can- 
cel, so when I heard a loud knock at the 
door, I panicked. 

Would I still be obligated to entertain 
my now ex-girlfriend’s ex? What is the eti- 
quette in this situation? 

But it wasn’t the ladies. Instead, there at 
my front door at 6 AM was my crack(head) 
construction crew, which consists of a fa- 
ther/son team, each lazier and no-good 
than the other. 

“What the hell are you doing here?” I 
asked. 

These guys rarely showed up before 
Noon, and they never, ever knock. 


They had a slew of house keys made, and 
planted them around my house like Easter 
eggs. Га hunt for the keys, and toss them 
out, but they were much too cagey for me. 

Every night for weeks, Га come home 
from work to find 16-year-old Junior sit- 
ting on my couch, an energy drink in one 
hand and the TV remote in the other, wait- 
ing for me to make his dinner. 

"You said you needed the house done 
today," Senior chirped, dropping his tools, 
and planting himself on a club chair. 

“Yesterday. Т needed it done yesterday!” 
I said, using every cell in my being to resist 
the urge to add “you idiot” to the end of 
that sentence. 

Istill needed him to finish the house, after 
all. And, as I'm sheepish to admit, Га grown 
rather fond of them over the past two years. 

They are slow, lazy, and temperamental. 
‘They use me like their personal ATM every 
time they get themselves into trouble, which 
is a lot (they are very handsome, and com- 


plete morons when it comes to women). But 
something puppyish about them makes it 
impossible for me to stay angry with them. 

As I made them breakfast, I reported on 
the events of the past 24 hours, and how 
they largely were responsible for the break- 
up with my girlfriend. 

Senior, who never liked my girlfriend, 
because she was stern with them, and would 
bark at me each time I offered them a snack, 
listened sympathetically. 

“These damned women, huh?" ће said. 

Over the past couple years, as they 
inched their way to completion of the cot- 
tage renovation, I regularly had listened to 
his lady problems, which were historic in 
scale. He was married, but that didn’t stop 
him from courting several hot, albeit trashy, 
divorcees, all of whose first names ended in 
double vowels. 

"I was going to break up with Ттасее last 
night, but then, she sent me this,” he said, 
pulling out his phone, and showing me a 
naked picture of her. “Nice ass, huh?” 

Just as I began to choke up at the thought 
of my right-wing, small-town handyman 
comforting the only lesbian in his life with 
nudie pictures of his girlfriend, a car pulled 
into the driveway. Ш 
Stay tuned for the exciting conclusion. In Part Ill, my girlfriend 


returns, her ex and the ех5 new girlfriend arrive, and | work 
heroically to keep the conversation alive. 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


até ECHARON TOR SEL 
VN “Шо GAY Ў 


POR SER UN: 


PROFESIONAL: 


Get out of the henhouse! 


por RODRO 


“МЕ NIEGO A, 
^i GAR CALUNAS < 
gin ЛИ 


а gay rooster? 


Did they kick you out because you're 


1 refuse to screw hens without a condom! 


No, they didn't. They kick me out 
because l'm a professional. 
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Community Connection 


Performing Arts 

Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre 
Arts and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a diverse 
mix of performances on both land and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 

www.theatre.umn.edu 


Pets/Pet Services 

Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Wildcat Sanctuary 

A non-profit accredited sanctuary for over 
100 abandoned and abused bobcats, 
tigers, leopards and more. 

Sandstone, MN 

(320) 245-6871 


www.wildcatsanctuary.org 


Politics & Rights 

Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded individuals. 
P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
your support. 

Р. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


Pride 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


Religious & Spiritual 
Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
Ап open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

612) 824-0761 
www.mayflowermpls.org 


Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

Ours is a welcoming parish, rich in music, 
iturgy and opportunities to serve 

he community. 

3045 Chicago Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
612) 827-5919 
www.mountolivechurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Spirit of Hope 

An Independent Catholic community. 
At our table, all are welcome. Mass at 
5 PM Saturday evening. Fr. Marty 
Shanahan. Worship at: 

St. Anne's Episcopal Church 

2035 Charlton Rd 

Sunfish Lake, MN 


www.spiritofhopecatholiccommunity.org 


St. Luke Presbyterian Church 

We're a joyful, compassionate community 
on а spiritual journey, seeking justice and 
peace. Join us. 

3121 Groveland School Rd. 

Wayzata, MN 

(952) 473-7378 

www.stlukeweb.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Ministry 
+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 


University Lutheran Church of Hope 
Reconciling Congregation - All Are 
Welcome. Social Justice Opportunities. 
Strong University Links - Questioning 
Encouraged. Great Music. 

601 13th Ave. SE Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 331-5988 

www.ulch.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God’s Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


Retirement 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Community 

Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


Sexual Health 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health service to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Man2Man 

Interactive events where guys talk to one 
another about being gay/bi, dating, 
sex, life! 

Metro (612) 626-7937 
1-800-552-8636 

www.M2M.mn 


Social Organizations 
Imperial Court of Minnesota 
P.O. Box 582417 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.impcourtmn.com 


Sports & Recreation 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


Travel 
Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 


Grand Marais Area Tourism 
Association 

Visit the North Shore's only harbor 
village - art, dining, shopping, outdoor 
activities, the perfect escape. 

P.O Box 1048 

13 North Broadway Ave 

Grand Marais, MN 

(888) 922-5000 

(218) 387-2524 
www.grandmarais.com 


Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism 
America's Gay Oasis is Beautiful 
Palm Springs. 

www.palm-springs.org 


Visit Minneapolis North Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

We take pride in helping individuals find 
the ideal location for events & celebrations. 
6200 Shingle Creek Parkway, Suite 248, 
Minneapolis, MN 

(763) 566-7722 / (800) 541-4364 


www.visitminneapolisnorth.com 


Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, ЇА 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


Social Justice 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 

changeisbetter.org 


Community Connection Event 


Zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 


Backtalk > Consider the Source 


[ by Julie Dafydd | 


Blinds on Windows 


For the past four Thursday evenings, Гуе been meeting 
with a n of individuals drawn together by a shared 


deeply- 


elt commitment: No friggin’ way in hell were we 
88 у 


going to read а Windows 7 manual. We'd rather plunk 
down 80 bucks to take a Windows 7 class that, after eight 
hours of intensive training, would enable us to seriously 
dislike computers, and be more highly confused than we 


ever dreamed possible. 


Now, you may be wondering why, given 
that in just more than three months, it will 
be 2011, there are still people who don't 
know how to use the Windows thing. Let 
me explain. 

When the operating system was first in- 
troduced, it sold like crazy. Even so, a large 
number of Americans, for reasons ranging 
from “satisfied with computer as-is” to “tossed 
computer in deep gorge,” failed to rush out 
and purchase this wondrous new software. 

This upset Bill Gates, because he’s cur- 
rently building a quaint little 35,000-square- 
foot house, and was really counting on the 
extra income to purchase throw rugs. So, he 
decided that his need for floor coverings far 
outweighed any consumer need for product 
choice. Consequently, virtually every new 
computer on the planet now comes with 
Windows preinstalled. 

At least, that’s my understanding of the 
situation, which I became aware of recently 
after buying my first computer. The one I 
was temporarily borrowing from my friend, 
Jeff, didn’t have enough RAM or GOAT, 
or a Pentium thingee. For those unfamil- 
iar, both these items are absolutely essential 
if you want to make many, many monthly 
payments to some consumer retailer. 

Once my new computer was set up—a 
process, by the way, that was surprisingly 
easy once I stopped hyperventilating long 
enough to hire a professional computer 
installer—I turned the machine on. 


Then, I turned the machine off. 

I glanced through the Windows 7 man- 
ual. Then, I set fire to the Windows 7 man- 
ual, and enrolled in the class. 

I'm happy to report that I now hold ап 
official “Certificate of Training for Com- 
pletion of the Eight-Hour Course Win- 
dows 7,” because—and I say this with a de- 
served measure of pride—my tuition check 
cleared. 

Which isn’t to imply that I didn’t learn 
a great many valuable skills. I did. For ex- 
ample, I’m now capable, without the aid of 
online or in-person assistance, of chang- 
ing the background color of my computer 
screen. 

Гуе also become fairly expert at spend- 
ing a large number of hours actively en- 
gaged in any number of absolutely critical 


activities. For instance, by using the sys- 
tem’s built-in clock/calendar mechanism, I 
can determine what time it is, at this very 
moment, in New Caledonia. Or, more im- 
portantly, in Islamabad. 

The calendar portion of this mecha- 
nism provides equally vital information. 
You can find out, for example, what day 
your birthday will fall in on, say, 2047. This 
way, you'll be able to avoid those frequent, 
embarrassing, darn-I'm-being-embalmed- 
that-afternoon scheduling conflicts. 

Much of what I learned, of course, was 
very practical. I discovered, for instance, 
that to open a document, I should repeat- 
edly hit my head against a hard surface, 
because there are at least nine ways to ac- 
complish this task, and, chances are, I won't 
be able to remember a single one. 

Another fascinating feature of this 
Windows software—designed to help us- 
ers better understand that a high-powered 
computer can, in fact, ruin your life—is the 
right mouse button. Alert programmers 
realized, however, that by requiring right 
clicks for many procedures, consumers 
would no longer be forced to use a simple 
system that made actual sense. 

On the last night of class, we learned 
about managing files and folders. This is 
the way you organize everything in your 
computer. It’s one of the most important 
aspects of Windows 7. 

If you don't understand these concepts, 
you might as well spend most of your time 
changing the color of your computer screen 
to match your socks. 

Hmmm, there must be mauve in here 
somewhere.... 

What can I say, folks? Consider the 
source. 

Bye for now. 

Kiss, kiss. Ш 
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Ms. Behavior® 


[ 1 


Go on 
Bike Trip? 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My partner, Molly, and I have a close 
friend, Tina, who is my athletic buddy. 
Molly doesn’t like to hike or bike or swim, 
so Tina and I sometimes have “outdoorsy” 
time on weekends. 

Tina recently confessed that she has 
feelings for me, which feels complicated, 
because we’re supposed to go on a biking 
fundraiser weekend together, sharing a 
hotel room (with two beds). 

I haven't mentioned Tina's feelings to 
Molly, because I don't want Molly to be 
upset, or to force me to stop hanging out 
with Tina. 

Should I still go on the bike trip? 

— Chris 


Dear Chris: 

You've mentioned Tina’s feelings for 
you, but you haven't said how you feel. 

Are you intrigued? Do you fantasize 
about Tina crawling into your bed at the 
Holiday Inn? 

Sometimes, crushes—or even feelings 
of romantic love—pass, if they are allowed 
to shrivel. But a confession can make feel- 
ings, particularly if they are shared, grow. 

If you don't want anything to hap- 
pen, you need to be the one to uphold the 
friendship boundary. That means no mixed 
messages and no sharing hotel rooms. 

Hotels (and tents) are, by nature, in- 
timate places. Secrets get shared. People 
walk around in their jockey-for-hers. 
Sometimes, a goodnight kiss turns into 
a fuckfest. (Have you watched Brokeback 
Mountain lately?) 

Keeping a secret from Molly only will 
make matters worse. Tell her that Tina 
has feelings for you, and let Molly throw 
a damp towel on the fantasy. If you have 
no secrets, over time, the situation may 
normalize. 

Meanwhile, repeat after Ms. Behavior: 
Hotel rooms are for tribadizing. 
© 2010 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspon- 
dence to <msbehavior@aol.com>. She is the author of 
Do What | Say: Ms. Behavior's Guide to Gay and Lesbian 


Etiquette (Houghton Mifflin). Signed copies are available 
directly from the author. 
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